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gG-Though the present number of the “Rreis- 
TER” is dated on the 2d inst., it was not published 
until after the delivery of the president’s message to 
cong™ess—which document will be found in sub- 
sequent pages. ‘The delay will, we hope, be satis- 
factory to our readers, who are thereby furnished 
with the message several days in advance of the 
period they have usually received similar docu- 
ments. After this nuinber we will issue the “Re- | 
GISTER”’ with our usual regularity, and we hope to | 
impart additional interest to its pages. 





§G- Editors with whom we exchange are requested 
to forward their papers to WASHINGTON CITY. 
Their compliance will confera favor, for we are great- 
ly embarrassed in our business for the lack of them. 





ic- We will, as heretofore, make up our congres- 





sional journal, for record and reference, from the | 
reports of the ‘Intelligencer’ and ‘Globe’’—but | 
for popular reading we will publish a review of the | 
business of each week, from original notes. ‘The | 
high reputation which the above naiaed publications | 
have acquired for the accuracy and fidelity with 
which they- furnish the proceedings of congress, is 
richly merited,—and to the former, the conductors 
of this work, for twenty-six years past, have been 
greatly indebted for the aid attorded in the prepara- 
tion of their congressional abstracts. We cheerfully 
make this acknowledgment, and award to it the 
merit which has been accorded to this department 
of the “RecisTer.” 





THE MESSAGE. We have neither time nor room 
to give this document more than a cursory notice. 
All who read it, however, will concur in the opinion 
that it is one of the most important papers which 
has emanated from the executive department of 
this government, and pregnant with results deeply 
affecting the lasting prosperity and happiness of 
the people. Its object is a complete divorcement 
of the government from banks and banking, and a 
thorough change jn the -custodiaries of the public 
revenue. ‘Lo suppose that,such a revolution in the 
practice of the government will not give rise to a 
prolonged struggle between the two great parties in | 
the country, is to discredit the evidences of the past | 
and the indications of the present. For independent | 
of the great fiscal questions involved, it embraces | 
another about which there is an unusual degree of 
Jealousy in the public mind, and which has caused 
much bitter discussion—an extension of the patron- 
age of the executive. How it\is to be exercised, 
and under what restraints, cannot be ascertained 
until the project of the secretary of the treasury is 
before us; but we think there is no mode in which it 
can be presented to the people which will not be op- 
posed by that party which is against a further exten- 
sion of the executive power. On the other hand, 
there is a strong party who rely upon the integrity 
of the executive and the honesty of its agents. ‘They 
believe the past has demonstrated that banks are 
subject to the most corrupt influences, and liable to 
be perverted to individual aggrandizement and the 
oppression of the great body of the community. 
The parties thus stand in direct opposition. 

The questions about which they diifer embrace 
a wide field for enquiry and reflection; and we must 
not flatter ourselves that they will be settled until 
they are thoroughly and carefully investigated— 
neither is itdesirabie that they should be; for nothing 
i3 So injurious to the advancement of national pros- 
perity as temporizing expedients or a vascillating 
policy. We have some of the fruits of the latter in 
the present condition of things—and it is due to the 
people and to the government, a participator in the 
evils which have affected every class, that any 
measures which may be adopted should be fixed 
and permanent. 

This should not, however, apply to the immedi- 
ate wants of the treasury and the peculiar embar- 
rassments of the mercantile community, which will 
not admit of the slightest delay. To both, if we 
may form an opinion from the present temper of 
congress, relief will be speedily afforded—but the 
“Ides of Mareh” will be reached betore the vexed 
aud vexatious questions connected with the cur- 
rency will be placed at rest. 

Since the above was in type, we have received 
the “Intelligencer” and “Globe,”—the following 
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extracts from which confirm our hasty impressiens 
of the message. 
From the «National Intelligencer.” 

Speaking of the message, the Intelligencer” 
says—‘‘It contains very distinct recommendations, 
embracing substantially the scheme of which the 
shadow was cast before it from the banks of the St. 
Lawrence by a distinguished personal and political 
friend of the president. It is a scheme of which 
we have in part already expressed our opinion. We 


have to-day only time and room here to say, that it | 


is not probable that it will ever receive the sanction 
of the representatives of the people.” 
From the «Washington Globe.” 

«The Message. This important document is the 
boldest and highest stand ever taken by a chief ma- 
gistrate in defence of the rights of the people. We 
consider it a second declaration of independence. 
If maintained by the people, it will deliver them 
from the paramount moneyed power of Great Britain. 
If its principles are surrendered, our political insti- 
tutions must sooner or later sink under the sordid 
influence which alone has conquered, in another 
hemisphere, the free spirit of the Anglo-Saxon race 
from which we sprung. Whatever may be the 
event, the message will stand an imperishable monu- 
ment of the genius, firmness, probity, and patriotism 
of its author.” 





PRINTER TO THE HousE. The fact that the 
house of representatives of the United States, con- 
vened at this peculiar crisis in the affairs of the 
country, has consumed two days, and will, probably, 


consume a third, in vain efforts to choose a printer 


for that body, might well subject it to the indignant 
reprobation and contempt of the people, were it not 
the result of a fixed determination in the respective 
parties not to yield to the other any real or sup- 
posed advantage in the desperate struggle which 
is destined to distract the country. But even with 
this palliation, if palliation it can be called, this 
waste of time is a mockery of the sutferings of the 
people, aud a departure from the dignity which 
ought to mark the decisions of that body. The peo- 
ple, bowever, must not expect their business to 
receive attention, until this national question, or 
‘miserable scramble,” as Mr. Pickens emphatically 
called it, is determined. 

An amusing, if not an instructive, chapter might 
be written descriptive of the miserable artifices of 
miserable politicians to gain party ascendancy, 
which have transpired within a few days past—but 
it would break the pleasing illusion which some 
have associated with our national legislature, and 
create distrust when there should be confidence. 





Evections, &c. The hurry and confusion to 
which we have been subjected in consequence of 
our removal to this city, with the space occupied by 
the president’s message, have prevented the inser- 
tion of many things in this sheet which ougat to 
have hada place—but especially the official returns 
of the late elections. It may, however, suffice for 
the present to state, that in Rhode Island the election 
has terminated in favor of the whig candidates for 
congress, as follows: 


Whig. Administration. 
Tillinghast, 3679 Pearce, 2688 
Cranston, 3626 Howard, 2623 


It is stated that the whigs have also obtained a 
majority of fifteen in the house of representatives. 

In Kentucky, John L. Murray, (Ad.) and not 
Mr. Chambers, has been elected froin the first dis- 
trict. The Lexington Intelligencer says that Mr. 
Murray is pledged to go for a national bank, aud was 
supported by a large body of whigs in his district. 
In the thirteenth district, there were three canil- 
dates, viz. Mr. Southgate (Whig,) and Messrs. 
Phelps and Trimble, (Ad.) Mr. Southgate’s ma- 
jority over Phelps is 340, and over Messrs. Phelps 
and Trimble together, 114. 

In Indiana, Mr. Ratliff Boone, the former re- 
presentative, and a friend of the administration, 
has been elected, and not Mr. Pitcher. The offi- 
cial return of the vote, published in the Indiana 
Journal, and certified by the secretary of state, 
wives Mr. Boone a majority of 47 votes. We have 
not seen fall returns of the vote for governor. 

‘In Alabama, Messrs. Lyon, Chapman and Mar- 
tin, friends of the administration, aud Messrs. Law- 


‘ler and Lewis, whigs, have been elected. The re- 
turns will be published in our next. 
In Michigan, Isaac iX. Crary (Ad.) has been 


eleeted. 





DEATH or Con. STANDIFER, oF TENN. We 
regret to state that col. James Standifer, a member 
of congress blect from Tennessee, died on the 20th 
ult., whilst on‘his way to the seat of government. 
Gov. Catnon has twsned a proclamation for an espe- 
cial election, to be field on the 15th inst., to supply 
the yacancy occasionedby this melancholy event. 

sibaes * 

Gen. Rietey or Lovuistawa, It is stated that 
general Ripley is about to resign his seat in con- 
gress on account of ill health. 





M.D. ALBUQUERQUE, charge d’affahes of Brazil, 
with his lady, arrivedin Washington afew Says since. 


‘ 





“Caminius.” We state, on due authority that 
the essays over this signature which appeared in 
the “Richmond Enquirer,” and excited so much 
interest throughout the country, were not written 
by Reuben M. Whitney, as recently stated, but by 
the hon. James Garland, a gentleman of distinguish- 
ed talents and a member of the present congress 
from the siate of Virginia. 





CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS—FLORIDA WAR. An 
extra from the Nashville Banner furnishes the 
annexed letter from the secretary of war to the 
governor of Tennessee: 

War department, Aug. 18, 1827. 

Sir: The continuance of the war in Floyida ren- 


the courage and patriotism of the brave Tennes- 
seeans. General Jesup has been directed to call 
upon your excellency for such militia and volunteer 
force as he may require for the next campaign in 
Florida. It would be very desirable if practicable, 
that the volunteer companies so raised, should be 
detached from all regimental organization, and be 
composed of not more than one hundred, nor less 
than sixty-eight privates. 

Gen. Jesup | 
troops he requires, but it is important to have about 


horses, who can proceed to Florida by water and be 
there mounted. ‘The volunteers may be engaged for 
six months unless sooner dicharged. 

As the time is short, the troops being required in 
October, I write in anticipation of general Jesup’s 
call upon you, in the hope that you will be induced 
to take such measures as may suggest themselves 
to you to procure as early as possible, the volun- 
teers he will require. Very respectfully your most 
ob’t. serv’t, J. R. Poinserr. 
His excellency N. Cannon, governor of Tennessee, 

Nashville, Tennessee. 





THe MEDITERRANEAN STEAM PACKETS, estab- 
lished by the French post office department, for the 
purpose of keeping up a regular communication 
between Marseilles and the ports of the Levant, 
depart and return every ten days, leaving Marseilles 
on the ist, 11th and 21st of each month, and Con- 
stantinople on the 6th, 16th and 26th, and touching at 
Leghorn, Civita Vecchia, Naples, Malta, Syra and 
Smyrna, both going out and returning home. The 
communication with Greece and Egypt is effected 
by means of another line of packets, which leave 
Alexandria on the 6th, 16th and 26th, and Athens 
on the Ist, llth and 21st of each month. 

There are ten packets, of 160 horse power each, 
with a crew of forty-two men, commanded by an 
officer of the royal navy. A restaurateur on board 
is appointed to supply the passengers with their 
subsistence. The chagge for berths is fixed as fol- 
lows: Berths of the first class 90 centimes each, 
for every sea league of 25 to a degree; berths 
of the second class 60 centimes; berths of the 
third class, upon deck, 30 centimes. The subsist- 
ence of passengers of the first class is fixed at 6 
francs a head per diem; and those of the second 
class at 4 francs. Passengers of the third class pro- 


rices. The charge for subsistence is unconnected 
with the passage money, and paid directly by the 





passenger to the restaurateur. [N.-Y¥. Mer. Adv, 


ders it necessary once more to avail ourselves of 


vill designate the description of 


two hundred men accustomed to the use and care of 
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PAYMENT OF MEMBERS OF conGREss. The fol- 
lowing letter has been addressed to the clerk of the 
house oi representatives by the secretary of the 
treasury: 

Treasury department, Aug. 16, 1837. 

Str: The near approach of the session of con- 
gress makes it proper for me to apprise you, in order 
that the information may be used for the benefit 
and accommodation of the members of the house of 
representatives, that this department will be pre- 
pared to furnish funds for their payment in notes of 
the city banks or specie, or to give drafts upon sev- 
eral of the collectors of the customs and receivers of 
the public money, or the former deposite bapxs, 1n 
suitable sums, as may be most convenient fv aby of 
them. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

LEvi WoloODBOURY, 
Secretary uf the treasury. 
W. S. Franklin, esq. 
Clerk of the house of reps. of the U.S. 


Henry 8S. Fox, esq was on Thursday the 24th 
ult. presented by the secretary of state to the presi- 
dent, to deliver « letter from his sovereign, an- 
nouncing the demise of the late king, and her 
majesty’s ac-ession to the British throne; and his 
new credeatials as envoy extraordinary aid minis- 
ter pler‘potentiary of the present queen of Great 
Brita and Ireland. 





GENERAL Riptey. We regret tolearn by private 
letters, that this veteran suldier and patriot continues 
ill at his plantation in Louisiana. It is doubtful 
whether he will be able to resume his se«t in congress 
at an early period of the session; and we fear his 
precarious health may induce him toresign. His ill- 
ness results from a general derangement of the nerv- 
ous system, occasioned in part by the bullet wound 
received through his neck at the sortie of Fort Erie, 
and partly from a sun-stroke, he imagines he experi- 
encee two or three years ago. [ Madisonian. 





Hon. Mr. Ruaevres. It is stated in the Portland 
Argus, that the Hon. John Ruggles, United States 
senator from Maine, was very severely injured, a 
few days since, by the falling of a portion of a 
bridge. He has, however, sufficiently recovered to 
take his seat in the senate. 





LETTER FROM Mr. Rusu. From the Washing- 
ton “Globe” of the 3istult. “Extract from a letter to 
the editor of the Globe, dated London, July 12, 
1837. 

Referring to the communication I sent you in 
April, on the subject of the republication here of 
Mr. Van Buren’s letter to the hon. Sherrod Wil- 
liams, I perceive that some of our papers in notic- 
ing my communication have intimated that Mr. 
Stevenson was privy to it. This is totally un- 
founded. ‘The whole was written as it now stands 
on my own inpulse entirely, without the slightest 
foreknowledge of a word of it on his part. 

So much time will have intervened before you 
receive this, that the subject will probably have 

assed from the public view; but it is never too 
ate todo justice, and I owe it to Mr. Stevenson to 
ask the favor of you to insert this as an addendum 
to my communication. RicHarD Rusu. 





LAND SALES AT AUCTION IN New York. The 
Albany Argus has published the following returns, 
made to the comptroller’s oilice, of sales of land 
at auction in the city of New York, for the quar- 
ter ending on the 31st March, 1837. 





Amount sold $1,696,349 
do bought in 2,424,350 
Total for the quarter $4,120,699 


For the quarter ending the 30th of 
June, 1887, the result is as follows: 
Amount sold $235,165 

do bought in 241,928 
Total for the quarter a 





477,093 





Total for six months $4,597,792 
For the corresponding quarters in the year 1336, 

the total sums sold and bid in were as follows: 

For the quarter ending March, 31, 1836 $8,247,700 

For the quarter ending June 30, 1836 8,325,849 





Total for six months $16,573,549 

About six millions of the above sum was bought 
in, leaving the actual sales for six months at over 
ten and a half millions of dollars. For the corres- 
ponding six months in 1837, the amount bought in 
was $2,666,278; leaving the actual sales for six 
months preceding the 30th June last, at $1,931,514; 
and for the last three months of this time the sales 
were only $235,165. The total amount sold and 
bought in, for the quarter ending the 30th June, 
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1837, is less by seven millions eight hundred thou- 
sand dollars, than for the corresponding three months 
in 1836. 

LEHIGH CosL TRADE, &e. The Philadelphia 
Commercial List contains the following statement 
of the quantity of coal brought to market by the 
Lehigh Coal and ee Company, from their 
mines at Mauch Chunk and Room Run, from the 
opeaing of the navigation to the Ist of August, an- 
vually, during the years 1884, °35, ’36, and ’37: 





In 1834 the amount was 53,337 tons 12 cwt. 


1835 61,527 4 
1836 60,279 
1837 98,972 9 


Shewing an increase this year of 37,445 tons over 
the same period in any preceding year. 

F'roin the opening of the canal this season up to 
the Ist of August, the receipts for tolls amounted to 
eighty-five thousand dollars. 

We know of no single instance better calculated 
to show the importance and rapid increase of the 
Pennsylvania coal trade than the above facts. In 
addition to the toils received for the transportation 
of coal, the company derive a handsome profit on 
the coal itself, which is sold on the landings. From 
this time forward their income will be greatly in- 
creased by the tolls derived on coal sent by the Le- 
high canal from Beaver meadow, Summit, Hazelton, 
Northampton, and Luzerne and Spring mountain 
coal companies. The former of these companies 
has already shipped, this season, 15,000 tons of coal. 

During the past and present year, the Lehigh 
Coal and Navigation Company have been actively 
employed in extending their canal to Whitehaven, 
a distance of twenty-six miles. At the present time 
there are 1500 workmen engaged upon it, and it is 
expected that it will be nearly if not entirely com- 
pleted this year. 

In order to form a junetion from Whitehaven with 
the North Branch of the Pennsylvania State Canal 
at Wilkesbarre, surveys of several routes have been 
made for a railroad, and a committee from this city 
is now engaged in examining them, in order to fix 
upon the most eligible route. 

The early completion of this work will be of great 
importance to the trade of Philadelphia. By this 
route a large portion of the produce of the north- 
western part of Pennsylvania, and of the south- 
western tier of counties in New York, will find 
their nearest and cheapest route to market. 





INDIANS FoR FrorrpA. Orders, we understand, 
have been issued by the secretary of war to major 
Dougherty, superintendent of Indian affairs on the 


| Upper Missouri, to take one thousand Indian war- 


riors to Florida, if they ean be induced togo. The 
order, as report says, directs major Dougherty to 
procure the service of 400 Shawnees, 200 Sacs and 
Foxes, 200 Delawares, and 200 Kickapoos. The 
major is to accompany the Indians, not tn the char- 
acter of commander, but as agent, and for his servi- 
ces is to have a colonel’s pay. 
[St. Louis Republican, Aug. 17. 





Mr. WoLrr, THE MISSIONARY, has arrived in 
New York from Bombay, which place he reached 
by the way of Egypt, Persia, Cochin China, &c. 
His wife, Lady Georgiana, and his family are still 
in Iingland. He is preaching at the Broadway 
‘Tabernacle, and has published the following: 
Proclamation of the reverend Joseph Wolff, inissionary 

to ail the Churches in America. 

Joseph Wolff, a servant of God and the Lerd Jesus 
Christ, to all the Christians in the United States of 
North America, greeting: 

You are already informed of my object and pur- 
suits. Seventeen years I have now preached the gous- 
pel of our Lord Jesus Christ, by God’s grace, from 
London to Gibraltar, Malta, Egypt, Mount Sinai, 
Palestine, Cyprus, Rhodes, Macedonia, Greece, Tur- 
key, Mesopotamia, Armenia, Persia, Toorkestaun, 
Bokhara, Balkh, Cubool, Lahore, Hindoostaun, 
Cashineer, the Himmalayah Mountains, Cochin, 
and lately in Yemen and Abyssinia, and the island 
of St. Helena. I recollect with pleasure the time 
when I preactied in Palestine the gospel of Christ 
to Jews and Gentile, in brotherly unity with Fisk 
and King, both of them your countrymen. 

Now, the ill state of my health having obliged me 
, to discontinue my journey in Africa, I have, on my 
arrival at Bombay, resolved to visit you liberally 
'minded inhabitants of America. Mr. Allen, the 
American missionary at Bombay, and Mr. Farish, 
'the member of counsel there, have furnished me 
with letters of introduction for their friends in this 
country. ‘The object of my coming to America is 
to preach the tidings of salvation to Jew and Gen- 
tile; 2diy, To inform Christians and Jews here of 
the state of Christianity, Judaism, Mahomedanism, 
and Paganism in the East; 3dly, To give informa- 








tion of the customs and manners and religious creeds 
of different sects, as far as they illustrate and con- 
firm the truth contained in sacred writ; 4thly, To 
enquire into the history aud religious creeds of the 
Indians in America. I anticipated, therefore, on 
my journey, great joy in the thought of giving the 
right hand of fellowship to every good Christian in 
America. I beg, therefore, Christian preachers of 
every denomination to give me opportunity to preach 
the gospel to all, to call on all of you: ‘*Fear God, 
and give glory to Him.” To preach repentance 
towards God, and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

I am at present in the house of the Rev. Mr. Dick- 
inson, 64 Varick street, New York. 

JosEPH WoLFF, 
Missionary in Asia and Africa. 

New York, 24th August, 1837. : 

Sratistrics or RicHMonpb, VA. ‘There are—1 
paper mill, 2 cotton mills, 2 cotton factories, 4 foun- 
dries, 3 very extensive flour mills, one rolling for 
rolling iron, and another building, screw factory and 
2 saw mills. 

The trade of the James river canal will average 
about, for the 




















Ascending. Descending. 
3,000 800,000 bushels coal (bituminous. ) 
—- 19,000 hhds, tobacco. 
700 189,600 bushels wheat. 
600 130,600 barrels flour. 
15,000 25,000 bushels corn. 
800 400 tons bar iron’ 
90 2,000 tons pig iron. 
4,000 tons stone. 
4,500 tous plaster, lime, &c. 
5,000 cords wood. 
—- 220,000 staves. 
—- 120,000 hoop poles. 
250,000 shingles. 
120,000 = 1,600,000 feet plank. 
29,000 laths. 
10,000,000 600,000 unenumerated articles, &c. 
2,000 70 hhds. whiskey. 
650 —— bbls. rum. : 
3,000,000 Ibs. manufactured tobacco. 
25,000 sacks salt. 





In the counties which send their products into 
the valley of James river, there are eleven foun- 
dries, (iron) besides three now in course of con- 
struction, which will be put in operation in 18388. 
These will be capable of making 10,000 tons of pig 
iron annually. 

The Richmond rolling mill turns ont about 40 
tons of bar iron per week. [ Balt. Merchant. 

CAPITAL PUNISHMENT. The states of Maine 
and New Hampshire have reframed their laws in 
regard to capital crimes, so that, although they 





death, yet the practical operation of the late en- 
actments, in both these states, will probably be to 
save the feelings of the community from a repeti- 
tion of the shocking exhibitions which have occur- 
red in each within a few years past. In New 
Hampshire it is at the discretion of the jury to con- 
vict capitally, or so as that the punishment of death 
will not be executed, and this without any evasion 
of the law or neglect of duty. In Maine, when 
sentence of death is passed, it is not to be executed 
within one year, nor then, unless the governor, in 
view of all the circumstances of the case, shall or- 
der it; otherwise, the convict is to be subjected to 
perpetual solitary imprisonment, with hard labor 
and civil death. [ Gloucester Democrat. 

Treasury DRAFTS. There has been considera- 
ble improvement in treasury drafts since our last; 
12,000 were sold in suns of frotn $500 to $5,000, 
a7} premium. Oilers were made for large sums in 
addition at that price without success. [ Com. Adv. 

Note by the Globe. It may be noticed, that the 
drafts of the treasury, which sell so high, are those 
drawn on banks, and which, thourh the banks have 
stopped specie payments, are, by the prompt course 
pursued in the department to have them otherwise 
redeemed, quite 7} per eent. above the par of bank 
notes. 

The treasury drafts drawn on the mint, the land 
officers and collectors,and which we understand are 
considerable in number, are probably eight or nine 
per cent. above paper, and as high, if not higher, 
for some purposes, than specie itself, [ Globe. 





OFFICIAL NOTICES, &e. 
CIRCULAR TO PENSION AGENTS. 
Treasury department, second comptroller’s office, 

August, 1837. 
Sir: In future, the oath to be taken by the at- 
torney of a pensioner under the act of July 4, 1836, 





may be taken before any person duly authorized by 
the laws of your state to administer oaths. The 
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following form is substituted for form B, prescribed | 


by the circular from this office of July 16, 1536. 

Very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 

ALBION K. PARRIS, comptroller. 
State (or Terriiory) of -———, 2 ,. 
counly of — ‘ 

Be it known, that on the day of 
183 , before me, a , duly authorized by 
the laws of the state to administer oaths, personally 
appeared » the attorney named in 
the foregoing power of attorney, and made oata 
that he has no interest whatever in the money he is 
authorized to receive by viriue of the foregoing 
power of attorney, either by any pledge, mortgage, 
sale, assignment, or transfer, and that he does not 
know or believe that the same has been so disposed 
of, to any person whatever. 

Sworn and subseribed the day and year last 
above writen. Before me— 








Note.—This affidavit mus! be signed by the at- 
torney, and may be taken before any person duly 
authorized by the laws of the state or territory to 
administer oaths. 

DECREE OF THE GOVERNMENT OF LIMA. 
Department of staie, August 28, 183 

Notice has been received at this department 
from the United States consu! at St. Salvador, that 
adecree was issued by the government of Lima 
on the 2d February last, prohibiting vessels, under 
penaity of being treated as smugglers, from trading 
with any of the ports of the Peru- Bolivian confede- 
ration, that siall have touched in a port ef Chili, so 
long as the government of that republic shall con- 
tinue to wage war upon the states of the said con- 
federation. 

This decree is to come into operation at different 
periods: 

After ten months, with respect to ships proceed- 
ing from Asia, Africa and Europe. 

After eight months with respect to those proceed- 
ing from the United States. 

After six raonths witli respect to those proceeding 
from the ports of Brazil and the Argentine republic. 

And after four months with respect those pro- 
ceeding from the Equator, New Grenada, Mexico, 
and Central America. 

As well for ships under any other neutral flag, 
whose ordinary traffic lies exclusively within the 
Pacific. 

Vessels arriving after these periods in the ports 
of the confederation, having touched previously at 
any of those of Chill, are to be treated as smug- 
glers; such alone excepted as shall produce docu- 
ments to show that their doing so was compuisory, 
in order to avoid some imminent peril. 

These documents were to be defined in a separate 
decree, but which had not reached the said ecnsul. 
THE ARMY—SPECIAL ORDERS. 

Aug. 18—Assistant surgeon J. C. Reynolds, re- 
lieved from duty in Indian department, and ordered 
to Fort Gibson. 

Aug. 19—Surgeon H. 8. Hawkins to New Or- 
leans, for duty at that post. Assistant surgeon C. 
MeDongall, to Fort Brady, to relieve assistant sur- 
geon Porter. Assistant surgeon J.J. B. Wright, to 
tort Snelling, to relieve assistant surgeon i merson, 


who will repair to Jefferson Barracks and await | 


further orders. Assistant surgeon J. B. Porter, 
sick, leave 3 months. 

Aug. 21—Capt. A. Mordecai, ordnance, leave 
until Sept. 30. 

The following officers temporarily assizned to re- 


eruiting service, with directions to report to col. | 


Cutler: 

Japtain George C. Hatter, 6th infantry. 
Captain St. C. Denny, 5th infantry. 
Lieut. Geo. C. Thomas, 4th artillery. 
Lieut. E. G. Mitchell, Ist infantry. 
Lieut. 8. Casey, 2d infantry. 
Lieut. Geo. P. Field, 3d infantry. 
Lieut. C. H. Larned, Ath infantry. 

PROMOTION. 
July 22—Assistant surgeon W. L. Wharton, to 
be surgeon, vice Minis, resigned. 
APPOINTMENTS. 
July 29— WV. S. King, assistant surgeon. 


Aug. 16—Woodburne Potter, 2d It. 7th infantry. 

Aug. 17—James Monroe, 2d lieut. 6th infantry. 
RESIGNATION, 

L. D. Cabanne, 2d lieut. Ist infantry, Aug. 21. 


The following order, thouch not of general in- 
terest, will be useful for reference. 
GENERAL ORDERS, NO. 54. 
Head quarters of ihe army, adjutant general’s office, 
Washington, Jug. 18, 1837. 
The subjoined statement of the cost of clothing 
and equipage for the army has been received from 
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the war department, and is published as a substi- 
tute for that contained in ‘general order No. 26.” 

The prices set opposite to @ech article will g0- 
vern in the settlement of the accounts of non-com- 
missioned officers and soldiers: 


Statement of the cost of clothing and ewipage for 
the army of the United States, for the yexy 1837, 
with the allowances of clothing to each soldi duy- 
ing his enlistment and his proportion for eee} 






















































































year. \ 
ates) Art rs ys 
CLOTHING. eters o y. Infy. |Fr y 
|S jcts.) Sets.) $lcts.| } 2) 3 
Uniform cap W75 | 175 | 7S j1]0 10 
tulip ~|162) -|11 | —jLi |hj0 [0 
cap plate —|284) -|05 | -|05 |1)0 j0 
band and tassels | -|70 | -| -— | -| - j1/0 |9 
number —| - | —04 | -j)04 j1)/0 10 
hair plume ~-/60 | -|10 | -| — {10 {0 
cannon X -|—- | -| — | -| — {t)0 {0 
bugle ~|— | -| — | -]10 {1/9 |0 
pompon -| — | -/20 | -138 [1/0 {0 
do. non-com. staf | -| — | -/374) -/874/1)0 |0 
Forage cap -|85 “5 ~|75 |1)0 10 
letter —|05 | 105 | -}05 j1)0 10 
Coat, sergeant major’s | 7/562) 9/293) 8/49 |1/1*|0 
Qr. master serg’ts | 7/564) 9,293) 8|49 |1)1*/0 
chief musician’s | 9)00 | — |10/07 |1)1*]0 
sergeant’s (a) G13 | GiS5 | 6/40))1/1*)0 
musician’s 751 | 8113) 7/96 |1i*|o 
corpl’s & private’s} 6) 73] G32 | 6/38 |1)1*|0 
Epaulettes,n.com. staff} -| — | 2/50 | 2150 [1/1 j0 
sergeant’s - — | 1,90 | 1/00 {1/1 40 
corporal’s -| — | 1190 | 1/00 |V)E 10 
Shoulder straps -193 | -|50 | -|50 |TiL 10 
Aiguillette 75 | 1175 | 175 |110 10 
Sash 195 | 2/25 | 2/25 |1/0 |0 
Wool jacket, sergeant’s} 5) 63) 3/51 | 3)44 |1/1 jUf 
private’s 5) 23) 3/51 | Si44 [VL IT 
Wool overalls, sergt’s | 4/71}) 2/85 | 3)324)2)2 [2 
private’s 41472) 3/052) 31054/2/2 |2 
Cotton jacket, sergt’s | 111 | 1O3¥) -/983/1)1 |1 
private’s ~/994) —|89;) -jS47/1/1 [1 
Cotton overalls, sergt’s} 1/294) -/803| —/802/3)3 [3 
private’s 114 | -|694) -/694)3)/3 |5 
Cotton shirt, sergeant’s) -|663] -|665| —|663)2)2 |2 
private’s -|564| -/564) -[565)2)2 |2 
Flannel shirt, 1/123) 1/123] 1/12) |2|2 |2 
Jrawers, pair ~|56 | -/56 56 {2/0 |1 
| Laced boots, pair 11624) 1/62 | 1/624/3|/3 |3 
Stockings, pair 1354) -|353) -|353/3)3 [3 
| Leather stock -|13 | -|13 | -113 {1/90 [0 
| Great coat 11/963; 9)59 | 9/59 [1)9 JO 
Fatigue frock ~)85 | -| — | -] — {1/0 19 
| Blanket ~|00 | 3100 | 3/90 ni 0) 
| Knapsack 3/42 | 1/42 | 1/42 10 ) 
Haversack 1126 | ~|26 | -|26 |1)9 j0 
EQUIPAGE. | Prices EQUIPAGE. Prices. 
Marquee, com. |3$124 00 |Spade #1 623 
Hospital tent 91 50 |ifatchet 43 
| Poles, set 1 50 |Camp kettle 1 00 
| Wall tent 15. 44 |Tron pot 1 80 
Fly 6 50 |Mess pan 40) 
Poles, set 2 00 |Canteen, (wood) 
Co:nmon tent 9 32 | complete 40 
Poles, set 1 50 |Canteen,(tin) do 49 
N.& R. col’s,set} 85 00 |Bed sack,double| 1 734 
Garrison flag 4l 76 single | 1 40 
Halliards, set 3 75 |Horse blanket 2 90 
Recruiting flag 7 00 | Nose bag i 09 
Guidon, fordg’s| 9 00 |Brush — A) 
Drum,complete 6 624) lron comb 12: 
Head batter 1 00 |Saddle, complete} I 00 
Snare 50 | Crapper 374 
Sling 45 |Stirrup leath’s,pr G25 
Sticks, pair 5 |Girth 45 
Cari 25 |Sursing 633 
Snares, set 50 |Saddle bags 4 75 
Pife 25 |Pad & coatstraps} 1 00 
Bugle, with ex- Bridle, complete | 5 00 
tra m’th piece 4 50 |Martingale 1 00 
Trumpet 6 00 |Chain halter 1 75 
Bass drum 18 00 |Spurs, pair 1 59 
Axe 1 25 /Curry comb 17 
*Artillery and infantry (not drag.’s and ord’ce) 
allowed coats the 2d year. 
tDragoons and ordnance (not artillery and infan- 
try) allowed wool jackets the third year. 
(a) Ordnance sergeants’ and privates’ coats, &c. | 
same price as those of artillery. 
By order of Alexander Macomb, major general 
/commanding-in-chief: 
ROGER JONES, adjutant general. 
[.4rmy and Navy Chronicie. 


THE CITY OF LOWELL. 


The “city of spindles,” as it is termed, is one of the 
magic creations of a few years, which are rarely seen 
in New England, but of common occurrence in the 
far west. The editor of the Boston Centinel furnish- 
es an interesting description of it. It covers one 
mile square. Twenty years ago it was comprised 
within the domain of one farmhouse. The first pur- 
chases were in 1821, and the works began in 1822. 
The canal, which here forms a short cut aeross a 





\great bend in the Merrimack, and which was con- 
|“ructed before 1818, furnishes the supply of water 
an@arobubly suggested the locality. The Concord 
river taites with the Merrimack opposite the city. 
Pracut ithe name of the town op ite on the 

f TS ame ; pposite on the 
east side & the Merrimack. The population is 
13,000, two-thigds of which, and they mostly females 
under 25 years ave, are connected with the cot- 
ton factories. AW oirls under 15, by Jaw must 
have three months’ styooline each year. There are 
but very few under tet years. There are twelve 
places of religious worshty. The Sunday schools 
are well maintained, the old irs being the teach- 
ers. The spectacle of so manPypauntiful faces of a 
Sunday, reaching three miles of girrgn leneth, as wa: 
said when general Jackson visited m, is in the 
highest degree imposing. The amout of capital 
invested in the factories is ten millions 0s Repel 






The compact part of the city, including thegeto- 
ries, is on a peninsula. The town is airy and \¢}} 
laid out—the houses neat and many of them ony, 
one story. Many of the laborers live in the brick 
blocks of three stories. Last year four large facto- 
ries of brick were crected, each five stories high, 
and eight brick blocks tor dwellings, containing ten 
tenements each. [New York Star. 





FOREIGN NEWS. 
GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND. 

London dates to the 17th and Liverpool to the 
21st of July have been received at New York. 

Parliament was prorogued on the 17th ef July 
by the queen in person. The following account 
of the ceremony affords a striking contrast to the 
comparatively informal manner in which the con- 
gress of the United States is adjourned. 

London, Monday, July 17. 

Nothing could exceed the interest excited by the 
announceinent that the queen would this day pro- 
rogue parliament in person. At an early hour all 
the avenues leading to the galleries of the house of 
lords were crowded with ladies, anxiously waiting 
the hour for admission, which was fixed for 12 
o’clock. Punctually at that time (the judicial bu- 
siness of the house having terminated) the doors 
were opened for those having tickets to the stran- 
gers’ gallerv, which, with the exception of the re- 
porters’ bench, was exclusively appropriated to 
peers’ daughters and other ladies. 

In the body of the house most of the seats were 
ticketed with the names of peeresses who intended 
‘to be present, after the manner of the house of 
| commons when a heavy debate is expected, and in 
the course of an hour about a hundred had arrived, 
The ladies were all attired in deep mourning, with 
plumes of black feathers, which, contrasted with 
the state rubes of the peers, and the brilliant cos- 
tumes of the foreign ministers and ambassadors, 
gave to the house a very peculiar and striking ap- 
pearance. 

At half past one there was scarcely a seat unoc- 
cupied, and the space railed off behind the episco- 
pal bench, for the accommodation of the foreign 
ministers, being found insufficient for that purpose, 
several obtained seats in the peers’ gallery, on the 
right of the throne. In the left hand gallery we 
observed earl Grey, and the earl of Durham and 
his family. The earl of Durham subsequently took 
his seat among the foreign ambassadors. 

The throne and footstool (both of which were 
| covered with rich crimson velvet) appeared to be 
|new; but in other respects no change was made. 
The old canopy remained, and the initials «G. R.” 
behind the throne were unaltered. 

The lord chancellor, habited in his state robes, 
entered the house at about a quarter to two. At 
this time upwards of 120 peers had assembled, and 
as the space allotted to the ladies and occupied by 
them bore a very large proportion to the size of 
_the whole house, it was not without difficulty that 
_many of their lordships procured seats. 

At 2 o’ctock, the first gun was heard, announc- 
ing her majesty’s departure from the palace. Im- 
mediately afterwards her royal highness the dutch- 
ess of Kent, accompanied by the princess of Lei- 
|ningen, entered the house. Ail the peers and 
| peeresses presentrose on her entrance. Her royal 
highness and the princess took their seats on the 
| woolsack, immediately in front of the throne, and 
| with their faces turned towards it. The duke of 
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Sussex, who had taken a position on the left of the 
throne, for the purpose of receiving her majesty, 
advanced towards her royal highness as soon as she 
had taken her seat on the woolsack, and continued 
for some time in animated conversation with her. 

At this time the house was completely crowded 
in every part, and as the shouts of the populace, 
announcing the near approach of her majesty, be- 
came audible above the roar of the cannon, the in- 
terest within the narrow walls of the house deep- 
ened into a perfect intensity; the loud hum of con- 
versation ceased; each peer assumed his proper 
i every eye was bent with an anxious sol¥!- 

ude towards the passage at which her majesty Was 
to enter. , 

In the midst of the deep and unbrolen silence 
which now prevailed, marking, in the Most strik- 
ing manner, the interest which all present took in 
the appearance of their youth“! sovereign, the 
dutchess of Kent might well ¥¢ pardoned an anx- 
ious feeling; but as far as We could observe, her 
royal highness betrayed ~v Symptom of uneasiness, 
beyond that of consta4y and anxiously directing 
her eyes to the pavage by which her illustrious 
daughter was to proach the throne. 

Precisely at “enty minutes to 3 o’clock her ma- 
jesty, preced by the heralds and lords in waiting, 
and attep-’d by all the great officers of state—the 
lord cnceilor carrying the cap of maintenance, 
the uke of Somerset bearing the crown upon a 
ewnion, and lord Melbourne holding the sword of 
tate—entered the house. The peers and peeresses 
rose as her majesty entered and continued standing. 

The ladies in waiting, and the pages who bore 
her majesty’s train, took their places behind the 
throne. The lord chancellor, the marquis of Lans- 
downe, viscount Duncannon and the duke of Nor- 
folk, stood on the steps of the throne, to the right 
of her majesty, and on the left stood viscount Mel- 
bourne, the duke of Somerset, and the duke of Sus- 
sex. 

Her majesty was splendidly attired. Beneath a 
mantle and train of the richest crimson, she wore a 
robe of white satin wrought with gold; a circlet of 
diamonds glittered on her brow; the blue riband of 
the order of the garter crossed her bosom and 
fastened on the left side; a profusion of large and 
costly diamonds hung upon her neck. 

Her majesty ascended the throne with a firm and 
composed step, and for several moments continued 
standing, graciously regarding all around her. 

At this moment the interest of the scene was 
at its height; and the spectacle of so young and 
beautiful a sovereizn so surrounded, and deporting 
herself in a situation so new, with an easy dignity 
and natural grace that could not be surpassed, was 
a sight not soon to be forgotten. On taking her 
seat, her majesty’s countenance became slightly 
flushed; and, once more looking round her, seeing 
that the peers remained standing, she said in a low 
tone of voice, but bending gracefully forward, and 
with an easy gesture of the hand, “my lords, be 
seated.” 

Sir Augustus Clifford, the usher of the black 
rod, was then directed to summon the commons; 
and in afew minutes the members of that house, 
headed by the speaker, appeared before the bar. 
The turbulent mode of their entrance, and the al- 
most boisterous struggle for precedence that took 
ov between some of them, appeared to aflord 

ler majesty much amusement. She smiled, and 
looked quickly round at the lords who stood near 
the throne. After a short pause, the speaker ad- 
dressed her majesty to the following effect: 
May it please your majesty— J 

We, your majesty’s faithful commons, attend you 
on this the first occasion since your majesty’s 
accession to the throne of this United Kingdom. 
We assure your majesty that we cordially partici- 
pate in that strong and universal feeling of dutiful 
and affectionate attachment to your majesty’s per- 
son which prevails among a free and loyal people, 
whose representatives we are; and we trust that 
this feeling will be strengthened and confirmed by 
a long course of constitutional, beneficent and wise 
government. 

Several measures, and one of them especially of 
the very greatest difficulty and importance, were 
recommended to our serious and deliberate conside- 
ration in the gracious speech which was delivered 
by the lords commissioners on the part of his late 
majesty, at the opening of the present session of 

arliament. Circumstances have made it impossi- 

le that these measures should be perfected in the 
course of the present session; but we cherish the 
hope that the care and deliberation which have 
been so earnesily bestowed upon them will not 
have been in vain, and will lead to their being 
hereafter matured and carried into effect with grene- 
ral concurrence, and with a sure prospect of pro- 
moting the welfare and happiness of the people. 








ee 





We have passed an act establishing simple and 
definite rules for the execution of wills. This 
measure, we confidently expect, will be found to 
be most beneficia’, and will be received with satis- 
faction, because it tends to promote concord and 
happiness arong a large portion of the community, 
by giving certainty and security to the transmis- 
sion of property. The mitigatioa of the severity 
of the criminal law has engaged our most serious 
attention, and we have materially diminished the 


sumber of cases in which capital punishment is to 
be inflicted. 


In framing these measures, we have proceeded 
with the benefit of experience, which has shown 
that those punishments alone are effectual which 
carry with them a large portion of public sympa- 
thy and feeling; and we cordially rejoice that we 
have so far been able to give effect to those wise 
and humane principles of criminal legislation which 
lave been generally ditfused and approved. 


We entertain a confident hope that our efforts to 
mitigate the severity of the law will this day be 
sanctioned by your majesty’s approbation, and 
hereafter by the judgment of an enlightened and 
grateful people. We have provided for the expen- 
diture of the year with a strict regard to economy, 
but with a liberality which we hope will secure the 
efficiency of the public service, and enable your 
majesty to sustain the interests and honor of the 
country. We now dutifully offer to your majesty 
‘fan act to supply the sum of £5,220,000 out of 
the consolidated fund to the service of the year, 
1837, and to appropriate the supplies granted in 
this session of parliament,” to which we pray your 
majesty to give your royal assent. 

The queen then read the following most gracious 
speech in a clear and unfaltering tone, and with an 
unequalled sweetness of voice. 


“Gentlemen of the house of commons: ; 

“IT thank you for the liberal supplies which you 
have granted for the public service of the year, as 
well as the provision you have made to meet the 
payments usually chargeable upon the civil list. 

“I will give directions that the public expendi- 
ture, in all its branches, be administered with the 
strictest economy. 

“My lords and gentlemen: 

‘‘In taking leave of this parliament, I return you 

thanks for the zeal and assidnity with whieh you 


have applied yourselves to the public business of 


the country. 

«Although your labors have been unexpectedly 
interrupted by the melancholy event which has tak- 
en place, I trust that they will have the beneficial 
effect of advancing the progress of legislation in a 
new parliament. I perceive with satisfaction that 
you have brought to maturity some useful measures, 
among which I regard with peculiar interest the 
amendment of the criminal code, and the reduction 
of the number of capital punishments. IF bail this 
mitigation of the severity of the law as an auspi- 
cious commencement of my reign. 

‘“T ascend the throne with a deep sense of the 
responsibility which is imposed upon me; but IT am 
supported by the consciousness of my own rigiit 
intentions, and by my dependence upon the protec- 
tion of Almighty God. It will be my care to 
strengthen our institutions, civil and ecclesiastical, 
by discreet improvement wherever improvement is 
required, and to do all in my power to compose and 
allay animosity and discord. 


«Acting upon these principles, I shall, upon all | 


occasions, look with confidence to the wisdom of 
parliament and the affections of my people, which 
form the true support of the dignity of the crown, 
and insure the stability of the constitution.” 

A hum of admiration, that almost threatened to 
burst into a cheer, ran round the house as her ma- 
jesty closed the speech. 

The lord chanceller then said: It is her majesty’s 
royal will and pleasure that this parliament be pro- 
rogued to Thursday, the 10th day of August next; 
and this parliament is accordingly prorogued to 
Thursday, the 10th day of August next. 

Immediately after this announcement, her majes- 
ty descended the throne, and quitted the house in 
the same order as she had entered, except that she 
was now followed by the dutchess of Kent. 
majesty left the house she smiled, and bowed most 
rraciously to several peeresses on either side. Hav- 


ing re-entered the state carriage, ber majesty re- | 
turned to the palace amid the enthusiastic cheers of | 


a larger concourse of people than we ever remem- 


ber to have seen assembled on any occasion when | 


a prorogation of parliament has taken place. 


} 
Parliainent having been prorogued to the 10th of | 


August, 2 proclamation was published on the 17th 
of July, dissolving the same, and directing new 
writs of election to be issued, returnable on the 11th 
of September, 


As her 


——<to, 


The London papers have much to say, of course, 
upon the queen’s speech, and both parties claim it 
as favorable to their views respectively—the whigs 
confidently, and the conservatives as men who 
would believe it if they could. 

The ferocious Times says it is on the whole inof: 
fensive, although inane. The Herald calls it not in- 
appropriate, although liable to the charge of indis- 
tinctness and generalization. The Morning Post 
declares that it is decidedly conservative, and de- 
serving of all respect and approbation; while the 
Chronicle affirms that it is distinguished by the 
beauty of its language, and the Morning Advertiser 
that it is a speech of much greater importance than 
is usual on such occasions. ‘The Advertiser adds 
that nothing could be more correct, or in better 
taste, than her majesty’s elocution. 

The indications that the royal favor is to be be. 
stowed decidedly upon the whigs, appear to be al. 
most beyond question. The countess of Mulgrave 
has been appointed to an office in the royal house- 
hold—the conduct of the ear] of Mulgrave, in his 
government of Ireland, has received the queen’y 
decided approbation—and every tory nobleman or 
gentleman in the royal household has been displac- 
ed toanake room for a whig. All the existing 
whig appointments are confirmed, from lord Mel- 
bourne down. 

Sir Francis Burdett has offered himself as a can- 
didate for North Wiltshire—or rather has aecepted 
a call from that part of the country—being, as he 
says in his letter, restored to health and strength. 

On the 17th of July, in the house of commons, 
previous to the prorogation, coj. Thompson, In ac- 
cordance with notice previously given, enquired if 
her majesty’s ministers viewed as authentic the pro- 
clamation of the king of Hanover, declaring that 
he considered the constitution agreed to by his pre- 
decessors George IV and William 1V, as binding on 
him neither in form nor substanee,'and intimating his 
intention of reverting to the old constitution with- 
out consulting the states general? Mr. P. Thomp- 
son replied, that it appeared to be a question for the 
states of Hanover toanswer. Col. Thompson then 
gave notice that he would move, at an early period 
of the next session, if he should be a member, for 
leave to bringin a bill to declare that, in the exist- 
ing circumstances of the crown, no foreign prince 
or potentate ought to have any jurisdiction, power, 
superiority, pre-eminenee, authority, or suecession 
within this realm, or any of the queen’s dominions; 
and to vest the succession, in the event of the de- 
mise of her majesty, in prince George of Cam- 
| ridge, and his heirs. (Hear, hear.) ; : 
| ‘The attorney general begged to give notice that, 
if he should have the honor of being a member ot 
the next parliament, he should move for leave to 
bring in a bill for the abolition of imprisonment for 
idebt, unless, as he fondly hoped, such a measure 
should auspicious!y commence in the other house oi 
parliament. a 

The following is the passage of the king’s pro- 
clamation, to which allusion was made in the Bri- 
tish house of commmons, as stated above; 

“This being the object of our endeavors, we Aave 
been convinced that in many points the constitution 
does not correspond with our wisHEs, which are 
solely directed to the promotion of the good of our 
faithful subjects. Being resolved shortly to make 
known to our faithful people our views on this most 
important subject, WE DO NOT HESITATE TO DE- 
CLARE lhat WE cannot find tn the constitution, WHICH 
NEITHER IN FORM NOR SUBSTANCE 18 BINDING 
ON vs, a sufficient guaranty tor the permanent 
piosperity of our faithful subjects, whose welfare 
it will be our most earnest endeavor to promote, 
according to the duties imposed upon us by Divine 
Providence, 

«Meantime it is far fram our intentian to take 
our roval resolution on this important matter with- 
out a careful examination of ali the cireumstanees. 

It is, on the contrary, our royal will to devote the 
| most careful consideration to the question whether 
| and how far a modification of the constitution 
should be brought back to what it was before the 
promulgation of the present constitution. After 
which we shall convoke the general assembly o! 
the states, and impart to them our rayal resolution, 

It appears to have created no little sensation 0” 
the continent generally, especially among all the li- 
beral parties. 


‘ 








FRANCE. 

It was reported at Paris on the 16th July that or- 
| ders had been sent to the southeast coast of France 
for fitting out every disposable ship of war in that 
| quarter, to sail for Valencia, to receive on board the 
refucees who may be obliged by the stress of war 
‘to seek-shelter out of Spain from the approaches 0! 
| Don Carlos. “ei 
| The chambers have adjourned, and the Paris p% 
i pers are filled with comments on their acts, 


| 
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ITALY. 

Accounts from Naples, of the 27th June, state 
that Mt. Vesuvius had vomited flames on the night 
of the 24th, but it had not atfected the atmosphere 
so as to reduce the intensity of the cholera, which 
carries off four hundred daily. The number of 
deaths since the 13th of April was ten thousand. 
All places of amusement, as well as the custom 
house offices, were closed. The malignance of the 
disease was such that the patient’s fate was decided 
in 24 hours. 

SPAIN. 

The head quarters of Don Carlos, on the 9th of 
July, were at Almenara, four leagues from Valen- 
cia, and on the 10th his advanced posts were with- 
in two anda half leagues. A portion of the suburbs 
had been carried by the besiegers. Oraa, with nine 
thousand men, was advancing to the relief of Va- 
lencia. The English frigate Barham, had landed 
two hundred and seventy artillerymen, who were 
placed at the disposal of the commandant of Valen- 
cia. Espartero was advancing on Valencia to re- 
sume the command. A general engagement under 
the walls of that place was expected. 

GERMANY. 

The king of Hanover has made proclamation 
abolishing the constitution of his new kingdom. 
He says, the constitution did not correspond with 
his wishes—it did not afford a sufficient guaranty 
for the permanent prosperity of the people. He 
will take the subject into consideration, and then 
convoke the general assembly of the states. This 
had created a great sensation, and excited strong 
animadversious. 





ENGLAND AND SPAIN. 
From the Globe. 

REFUSAL OF THE RATIFICATION OF THE TREA- 
TY BETWEEN SPAIN AND EnGLianp. The sub- 
joined is translated from Le Temps of the 6th of 
July: 

We informed our readers some time ago of the 
oject of a treaty of commerce between Spain and 
England, in connection with a loan of two hundred 
and fifty millions. ‘This fact was contradicted by 
the ministerial journals. To-day we learn, by our 
correspondence, that the project of the treaty sub- 
mitted to the Cortes has not received their approva- 
tion; and, consequently, the queen regent has been 
unable to ratify it. 

We find in the Gazette de France the extract of 
a letter received by that paper from the frontiers, 
which we republish on account of its interesting 
details. We make every allowance as to the part 
which that letter assigns te certain eminent person- 
ages, the accuracy of which we consider very ques- 
tionable. The following is the correspoadence of 
the Gazette: 

“The subject of a loan to be effected by our fel- 
low countryman M. A. has for a long time becn the 
subject of conversation. A reconciliation, I dare 
not say sincere and durable, has taken place between 
him and the richest of your bankers, by the efforts 
of one of your chamber of peers, the duke de D., 
who is the mediator in this affair. —The same noble 
peer has been charged, trom the commencement of 
this negotiation, with the duty of soliciting from 
Louis Philippe the guarantee of France to facilitate 
our new loan. M.D. received a dry and positive 
refusal, but it was agreed that it would not be well 
to seem to know the rebuff of the ancient president 
of the council. 

«“M.de Rechen Campuzano, or Campuzano de 
Rechen, transmitted a diplomatic note to M. Mole, 
todemand the guarantee of France for a loan which 
his government could contract on that condition 
alone. Your minister of foreign affairs replied to 
our ambassador, that the course adhered to up to 
this time by France would not be departed from; in 
a word, that he would not go beyond the treaty of 
the quadruple alliance. Defeated on this ground, 
the Christino committee thought fit to place itself 


on another; that is, to direct all its hopes towards 


the English cabinet—a bolder one than that of its 
French ally. 

“M.M., consular agent, set out from London with 
one of your writers, a great friend of M. de Toreno, 
who in interesting him in a loan, when he had the 
department of our finances, procured to him, by this 
ineans, a Kjttle favor of more than two hundred 
thousand frances. 

«“M.M. and his aid succeeded in making a treaty 
very advantageous—to England. This treaty, in- 
troductory to a new loan guaranteed by the English, 
has been here for some time; but M. Mendizibal, 
hotwithstanding his boldness in affairs, does not dare 


to sign a treaty which will prove the complete ruin 


of the principality of Catalonia, so long as Don Car- 
los remains in that province, for it would become 


'cntirely Carlist, whereas this prince would be eager 


tomake known that he will never acknowledge a 








eres ara wHe- 





treaty of commerce which gives up a part of Spain 
to English rapacity. His-forced delay suspends 
the negotiation of Mr. D—, A» and R—. It is the 
second opened with the latter since their reconcili- 
ation. 

«While all this management was ging on, ano- 
ther incident took place to complicate netters, One 
of your marshals has an understanding ‘jth our 
ambassador to come to Spain, to re-establisy our 
affairs on the following conditions: 

‘1. It must be our minister plenipotentiary why 
is to obtain from your government a request to the 
marshal to offer his sword, as generalissimo of all 
our troops, to our very innocent Isabella. 

“2. He will accept the proposition, provided he 
is authorized to recruit in your army a corps of 
25,000 men, which corps is to be maintained and 
paid by your good man in France. 

“3. Before concluding this bargain with your illus- 
trious marshal, they wished to feel the pulse of Louis 
Philippe, to know if he was disposed to second and 
facilitate these arrangements: he has given a nega- 
tive answer. 

‘The marshal would not succeed here, for they 
submit but impatiently to the command of strangers, 
especially to that of generals who fought against us 
during our war of independence. We trust the 
marshal may not come here to risk his old glory 
won under the empire, against the young Cabrera 
or the old eanon, Tristany.” 





LOWER CANADA. 

The provincial parliament of Lower Canada have 
assembled, and below we give the speech of his ex- 
cellency, the governor-in-chief of the province. 
The speech was delivered at three o’clock on Sa- 
turday, and a discussion immediately followed the 
entrance of the members of parliament to their 
own hall, after the departure of the governor. The 
Quebee Mercury says that the assembly opened 
that day’s session at 3 o’clock, and a postscript to 
the Mercury says: “At forty minutes after four 
the house was still in committee, and Mr. Papineau 
on his legs, inveighing furiously against the execu- 
tive.” It was generally believed at Quebec that 
the session would not continue beyond three or four 
days. Itis thought that but little will be done by 
the assembled wisdom of Canada, and even that 
the little that will be done would be better left un- 
done. [N. Y. Express. 

PROVINCIAL PARLIAMENT OF LOWER CANADA. 
Council chamber, Aug. 18, 1837. 

This day, at three o’clock, his excellency the 
governor-in-chief came down in state to open the 
session of the legislature, and being seated upon 
the throne, the assembly was called up, and attend- 
ing at the bar, his excellency delivered the follow- 
ing 

SPEECH. 
Gentlemen of the legislative council: 
Gentlemen of the house of assembly: 

In obedience to the royal command, signified to 
me through the principal secretary of state for the 
colonies, I have convened you at this unusual peri- 
od, for the purpose of communicating to you the 
eget, 1 that, since your last session, have ta- 

en place in the imperial parliament, and the reso- 
lutions that have been adopted on the affairs of this 
province. 

This course has been prescribed to me, in order 
to afford the house of assembly, before that resolu- 
lution which relates to the payment of the arrears 
now due for the civil service of the government 
shall have assumed the binding shape of a law, an 
opportunity of reconsidering the course which, for 
the last few years, they have thought expedient to 
pursue with respect to the financial difficulties of 
the province, and in the earnest hope, that by the 
timely intervention of the legislature, the exercise 
of the power intended to be entrusted to the head, 
of the local government may be rendered unneces- 
sary—a result, for the attainment of which her ma- 
jesty’s government would willingly make every sa- 
crifice, save that of the honor of the crown and the 
integrity of the empire. 

Since the receipt of the instructions which I 
have alluded to, the mournful intelligence has reach- 
ed us of the demise of our Jate deservedly beloved 
monarch. 

Few kings have reigned more in the affections of 

their subjects than William I[V.; the warm and live- 
ly interest he always took in every matter connect- 
ed with the welfare of his Canadian subjects, can- 
not fail te increase their feelings of regret for their 
loss. 
The succession of our present gracious sovereign, 
queen Victoria, to the throne of the British empire, 
has not produced any alteration in the course that 
had been previously prescribed for my adoption. 

The reports of the royal commissioners on the 
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tion during their stay in Lower Canada, having been 
laid before the two houses of parliament, a series of 
resolutions, ten in number, were shortly afterward 
introduced by ministers, relative to the affairs of 
this province, copies of which I shall transmit to 
you in the usual way, at the earliest opportunity. 

The principal objects of these resolutions are to 
declare: 

Ist. That in the existing state of Lower Canada, 
itis unadvisable to make the legislative council 
elective, but that it is expedient to adopt measures 
for securing to that branch of the legislature a great- 
“Ngegree of public confidence. 

tM. That while it is expedient to improve the 
cOMpOS¢ion of the executive chamber, it is unad- 
visable toanbject it to the responsibility demanded 


by the houstof assembly. 

3rd. That th legal title of the British American 
land company tothe land they hold under their 
charter and an act Oithe imperial parliament, ought 
to be maintained invitate, 

4th, That as soon as ‘ye Jegislature shall make 


provision by law for disch&sing lands from feudal 
dues and services, and for re ving any doubts as 


to the incidents of the tenures Oijandg ‘in free and 
common soccage, it is expedient 
nada tenures act, and the Canada trade act. so far 
as the latter relates to the tenures of hod in this 
province, saving, nevertheless, to all pemns, the 
rights vested in them under or by virtue ofhese 
acts. 








the administration of justice and of the civil go- 
vernment of the province, it is expedient that after 
applying for that purpose such balance as should, 
on the 10th day of April last, be in the hands of 
the receiver-general, arising from the hereditary 
territorial and casual revenue of the crown, the 
governor of the province be empowered to issue, 
out of any other monies in the hands of the receiv- 
er-generai, such farther sums as shail be necessary 
to effect the payment of such arrears and charges 
up to the 10th of April last. 

6th. That it is expedient to place at the disposal 
of this legislature the net proceeds of the heredi- 
tary territorial and casual revenue arising within 
the province, and in case the said legislature shall 
see fit, to grant a civil list for defraying the charg- 
es of the administration of justice, and for the 
maintenance and unavoidable expense of certain 
of the principal officers of government of the pro- 
vince; and 

Lastly. That it is expedient that the legislatures 
of Lower and Upper Canada respectively, be au- 
thorized to make provision for the joint regulation 
and adjustment of questions respecting their trade 
and commerce, and other questions wherein they 
have common interest. 

Having laid before you an outline of the mea- 
sures contemplated by the resolutions, which were 
passed after full discussion in the house of com- 
mons by large majorities, in the house of peers 
without a division, I proceed, in obedience to the 
royal commands, to assure you that it was with the 
deepest regret and reluctance that her majesty’s 
government yielded to the necessity of invoking 
the interference of parliament, in order to meet the 
pressing difficulties which other resources had fail- 
ed to remove in the administration of the affairs of 
the province. 

Gentlemen of the house of assembly: 

The accounts showing the payments that have 
been made since the close of the session in March, 
1836, out of the revenues at the disposition of the 
crown, in part liquidation of the large arrears then 
due in respect to the civil establishments of the pro- 
vince, shall, as soon as possible, be submitted to 
you with every explanation you may desire, and [ 
can supply. I have likewise, in obedience to the 
injunctions I have received, directed that an ac- 
count of the balance of arrears, owing on the 10th 
of April last, for official salaries and other ordinary 
expenditure, of the local government, be made out 
and laid before you, with the estimate of the eur- 
rent half year; and in recommending, as I do most 
earnestly, these matters to your early and favorable 
consideration, I am commanded to express to you 
at the same time, the anxious hope that the gover. 
nor of this province may not be compelled to exer- 
cise the power with which the imperial parliament 
has declared its intention of investing him, in order 
to discharge the arrears due in respect to public 
services, for the payment of which the faith of the 
crown has been repeatedly pledged. The chief ob. 
ject, therefore, for which you are now called toge- 
ther, is to afford you an opportunity, by granting 
the requisite supplies, of rendering unnecessary, 
on the part of the imperial parliament, any farther 
action on the Sth of the series of resolutions to 





several subjects which came under their investiga- 


which I have alluded; and it will, I can assure you, 


5th. That for defraying the arrears due on ae 
count of the established and customary charges of 


oe 
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be to me matter of unmixed satisfaction, should 
you resolve to concede to the united voice of the 
British people, as expressed through the several 
branches of the legislature, that which you have not 


thought it expedient to yield to the solicitations of 


the executive government alone. 


Gentlemen of the legislative council: 
Gentlemen of the house of assembly: : 

I am farther commanded to express to you the 
earnest desire of her majesty’s government to co- 
operate with you in the removal of every obstacle 
to the beneficial working of the existing constitu- 
tion, and in the correction of every defect whict 
time and experience have developed in the J-:¥S 
and institutions of the province, or in the ad=ihis- 
tration of its government; and [ am also ¥ @ssure 
you of a promptattention on the part of Hel Majes- 
ty’s government to every representati’? which may 
proceed from you, tending to effer’ improvements 
of this nature, calculated to strevalhen the connex- 
ion subsisting between Greg’ Britain and Lower 
Canada, by the promotion uf the welfare and the 
interests of all classes of €r majesty’s subjects in 


the province. : 
At the time the «*™mons was issued for assem- 


bling you on this-@Y> { had every reason to believe 
that it would @ve been in my power to announce 
to you, as erected, those alterations which, you may 
gather fr the resolutions of which I have spo- 
ken, j#15 intended to eflect in the composition of 
the xecutive and legislative councils; but the in- 
taruption occasioned by the demise of his late ma- 
jesty to the progress of public business in the im- 
perial parliament, and the prospect of its early dis- 
solution, have prevented the ministers of the crown 
from at once perfecting the measures they have in 
contemplation. ‘These measures, therefore, are not 
forsaken, but only unavoidably suspended for a 
season; and I trust I shall, at no very distant peri- 
od, be enabled to appeal to the changes introduced 
into the two councils, as weli as to the other saluta- 
ry arrangements, as a proof of the sincerity with 
which her majesty’s government are disposed to 
carry into effect the intentions they have expressed 
on these points. 

Since the end of the last session several local 
acts have expired, and I would suggest for your 
consideration the expediency of renewing such of 
thein as may have proved useful. I would, more- 
over, especially invite your attention to the acts re- 
lating to the district of Saint Francis, the duratien 
of which is limited to the end of the session of the 
provincial parliament next after the first May last. 

The severe distress which, in consequence of the 
partial or total failure of the crops, was experienc- 
ed during the last winter in several parts of the 
province, induced me, upon the urgent representa- 
tions I received on the subject, and tn order toavoid 
the approaches of famine, to grant out of the pub- 
lic funds, that succor which the means of the suf- 
fering inhabitants were inadequate to afford. Nor 
did I hesitate, in the pressing emergency of the 
case, to assume this responsibility, encouraged by 
the liberality you have displayed on similar occa- 
sions. In granting, however, such assistance, se- 
curity was in each case taken for the repayment of 
the money so advanced, in the event of your de- 
clining to sanction the transaction. These advan- 
ces amountin the whole to about £5600, for which, 
as well as for the sums I have issued for the preser- 
vation of the public works on the Chambly canal, 
and for the maintenance of the quarantine estab- 
lishment, I trust you will see no objection to grant 
an indemnity. Such of the documents and vouch- 
ers connected with these several disbursements as 
are not already before you, shall be submitted to 
you with as little delay as possible. 


In conclusion, gentlemen, I shall repeat my de- 
termination to adhere to those principles which I 
laid down for my guidance when I first addressed 
you. They are calculated, I conscientiously be- 
lieve, to promote the real interest of the country, 
and to secure to all classes of her majesty’s Cana- 
dian subjects, those rights, privileges, and liberties, 
which the spirit of the constitution was intended to 
impart, and which every friend to that constitution 
is bound to support and maintain. 

Castle of St. Lewis, Quebec, Aug. 18, 183 





INDIAN WAR IN THE NORTH. 
From the Missouri Republican, August 22. 

The Sacs and Foxes and the Sioux are hereditary 
enemies of each other, and their depredations are 
frequent. The following account is from the Galena 
Gazette and Advertiser of the 19th inst. received by 
steamboat yesterday. The injustice of our govern- 
ment towards these Indians is most glaring: 


Indian Lodge, Rock Island, Aug. 10. 
Dear str: I enclose you a talk delivered to me 
by two braves of the upper band of Fox Indians, 





who has been mortally weunded in a late encoun- 
ter with the Sioux op the Sac and Fox hunting 
srounds, requesting ue to forward it to general J. 
M. Street; to you 1 send a cepy to publish if you 
think proper. ihe government ought immediate- 
ly to do justi-¢ to those Indians by faithfully fulfil- 
ling the s*pulations of the different treaties made 





with thm. Government has purchased of those 
Indi>1s twenty-six and a half millions of acres of 
jart, the best in Illinois, Missouri and Wisconsin 
#Tritory, including all the lead mines, for the sum 





of three cents per acre. The Sacs and Foxes have 
most earnestly requested the government to plough 
and fence for them two sections of land, to enable 
their women to raise corn, as they have removed 
from their old fields, which took them many years 
to break up with the hoe. Justice and humanity 
demand that something should be done to better the 
condition of those Indians. They are truly friend- 
ly to the whites, and no danger need be apprehend- 
ed by our frontier settlements. Giving them as- 
sistance in agriculture will better their condition, 
and if the frontier settlers would enter into an asso- 
ciation to prevent whiskey being sold or given to 
Indians, they would find them orderly people and 
good neighbors. Respectfully, your friend, 
GEORGE DAVENPORT. 

S. M. Barilett, esq. Galena, Illinois. 

The following talk was received from Wau-cosh- 
au-she, by two of his braves, at the agency, Rock 
Island, August 8, 1837. 

To gen. J. M. Street: 

My raTuer: [ send two of my young men to 
tell you the news. WhenI returned froin St. Louis, 
[ found our people starving at the village—I divid- 
ed all the provisions I had received from our trader 
among then, and the powder and lead to enable us 
to make a hunt to supply our families until our 
corir was ripe, or that our great father had paid our 
money to enable our traders to furnish us. I divid- 
ed the upper band of Foxes (of whom I am now 


the dividing country, between the Iowa and Red 


right bank of Cedar river: of the latter I took 
charge; they consisted of about forty men, and 
about one hundred and tairty women and children. 

As we advanced, we found the game very scarce, 
and had to depend on fish, which were caught from 
the Cedar, to keep our people from dying of hun- 
ger; but I was in hopes that when we reached a 
strip of wooded country between the Wapesepine- 
ca and Cedar, we should find plenty of game. I 
supply for us against the women and children got 
up; but the party of hunters soon returned, and re- 
ported that a party of Winnebagoes were hunting 
on the ground; this was bad news in our starving 
condition, and we could not return, for we had no- 
thing to returh to; and the nearest point that we 
could find game was about the mouth of Otter river. 

I proceeded with my starving party to that point, 
and encamped about mid-day, and sent out a party 
of hunters to hunt. They soon returned and re- 
ported that they had fell upon a large Sioux trail, 
and no doubt the Sioux had taken possession of our 
hunting grounds; but what was new to be done? 
My number of fighting men was small, but to re- 
treat was impossible, for we must have been disco- 
vered by the Sioux and followed, and whenever 
you turn your back on an enemy you are sure 
to be defeated. My braves agreed with me that 
we should immediately start on the trail that had 
been discovered—leave our women and children at 
the camp—and ascertain where the Sioux were en- 
camped, and, if not too strong a wet to drive 
them out of our hunting grounds. e started, and 
soon fell in with the trail, and followed it across 
Otter river, and then took a direction into the prai- 
rie towards where the sun sets. About midnight 
we discovered something that resembled Sioux 
lodges; we rushed up to them, making our war cry, 
but when we came up to them it was nothing but 
sandhills instead of Jodges. The Sioux were en- 
camped in the hollow, and were now on their 
guard, having discovered us by our bad manage- 
ment. At this time we could have retreated, but 
reflecting on our situation, that our families were 
starving and our hunting grounds taken possession 
of by the Sioux, and the remembrance of our friends 
and relations that they had killed last winter, deter- 
mined us to follow them as far as the line. 

We had not proceeded far when the Sioux fired 
onus. I, with my party, rushed into their camps, 
and after fighting desperately for some time, we 
found the Sioux were in too large a force. All 





that could retreated out of the camps, and took a 


speaking) into two parties: one to advance along | 





Cedar rivers; the other party to preceed up the | 


sent off a party of hunters in adyance to provide a| 





ano back of a small rise, within gunshot of 


their camps, and kept up the firing as long as our 


by the request of their war-ehief Wau-cosh-au-she, | ammunition lasted; we then retreated to our camps 


where we had left our women and children, bring. 
ing thirfeen wounded with us, and leaving eleven 
killed on the field. 

My father, I am one of the wounded, and expect 
never to see you again. I have followed your ad- 
vice, and have done the best I could for my nation, 
and **I do not fear to die.”’ 

We have, with the greatest difficulty, reached 
our village and brought in our wounded, and fear 
that many of our people will die of hunger. 

My father, I have no more to say. 

WAU-COSH-AU-SHE, 
Principal war chief of the Foxes. 

The following are the names of the killed and 
wounded: 

Killed—Musquaposeto, Old Bear, Maishenni, Po- 
shick’s brother, Saiketonaipeso, Piamauskes’ son, 
Kaikeke, Musquatai, Savawvauke, Waubeshecqua- 
mack, Counai, Crow’s son, Keohem, Waupelocan, 
Waupeskeaiecai. 

Wounded—W au-cosh-au-she, Cainomaco, chiefs, 
both mortally; Alemoonequa, Apelcaupe, Posheto- 
netuck, Puseke, Jamowass, Owesup, Cuccummeso, 
Mesquapose, Messhoicoosa, Cainesque, Coimos- 
hone. 





BANK CIRCULAR. 

The following circular has been issued by the 
direction of a convention of the bank officers of 
New York, convened for the purpose of deliberating 
on measures preparatory to a resumption of specie 
payments. It originally appeared, we believe, in 
‘The Madisonian:’’ cur copy is from the “Rich- 
mond Enquirer,” the editor of which paper has been 
zealousiy engaged in calling public attention to the 
necessity of a convention similar to that proposed 
in the circular. 

CIRCULAR, 
New York, August 18th, 1837. 

Srr: Ata general meeting of the officers of the 
banks of the city of New York, held on the 15th of 
this month, the following resolution was unanimous- 
ly adopted, viz: 

‘« Resolved, ‘That a committee be appointed to cor- 
respond with such banks in the several states as 
they may think proper, in order to ascertain at what 
time and place a convention of the principal banks 
should be held, for the purpose of agreeing on the 
time when specie payments should be resumed, and 
on the measures necessary to effect that purpose.” 

Having been appointed a committee in conformi- 
ty with that resolution, we beg leave to call your 
attention to the important subject to which it re- 
fers. 

The suspension of specie payments was forced 
upon the banks, immediately by a panic and by 


| causes not under their control; remotely by the un- 


fortunate coincidence of extraordinary events and 
incidents, the ultimate result of which was antici- 
pated neither by government or by any part of the 
community. 

But itis nevertheless undeniable, that, by aecept- 
ing their charter, the banks had contracted the ob- 
ligation of redeeming their issues at all times and 
under any circumstances whatever; that they have 
not been able to perform that engagement; and that 
a depreciated paper, differing in value in different 
places, and subject to daily fluctuations in the same 
place, has thus been substituted for the currency, 
equivalent to gold or silver, which, and no other, 
they were authorized and had the exclusive right to 
issue. 

Such a state of things cannot and ought not to be 
tolerated any longer than an absolute necessity re- 
quires it. Weare very certain, that you unite with 
us in the opinion that it is the paramount and most 
sacred duty of the banks to exert every effort, to 
adopt every measure within their power, which may 
promote and accelerate the desired result; and that 
they must be prepared to resume specie payments 
within the shortest possible notice, whenever a fa- 
vorable alteration shall occur in the rate of foreign 
exchanges. 

We are quite aware of the difficulties which must 
be surmounted, and of the impropriety of any pre- 
mature attempt. No banking system could, indeed, 
be tolerated, which was not able to withstand the 
ordinary and unavoidable fiuctuations of exchange. 
But the difference is great between continuing and 
resuming specie payments: and we do not believe 
that the banks in the U. States can, without running 
the imminent danger of another speedy and fatal 
catastrophe, resume such payments before the fo- 
reign debt shall have been so far lessened or adjust- 
ed, as toreduce the rate of exchanges to true specie 
par, and the risk of an immediate exportation ofthe 
precious metals shall have thus been removed. 

The appearances in that respect have become 
more flattering, and it is notimprobable that the ex- 
pected change may take place shortly after the next 
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crop of our principal article of exports shall begin to 
operate. Yet, we are sensible that we must not rely 
on conjectures, and that the banks cannot designate 
the time when they may resume, before the ability 
to sustain specie payments shall have been ascer- 
tained by the actual reduction in the rate of the ex- 
changes. 

But even when the apprehension of a foreign 
drain of specie shall have ceased, the great object 
in view cannot be effected without a concert of the 
banks in the several sections of the union. Those 
of this city had the misfortune to be, with few ex- 
ceptions, the first that were compelled to declare 
their inability to sustain for the time specie pay- 
ments. It appears that it became absolutely neces- 
sary for the other banks to pursue the same course; 
and it would be likewise impracticable for those of 
any particular section to resume without a general 
co-operation of at least the principal banks of the 
greater part of the country. A mutual and free 
communication of their respective situation, pros- 

ects and opinions, seems to be a necessary prelim- 
inary step, to be followed by a convention at such 
time and place as may be agreed upon. 

As relates to the banks of thie city, we are of 
opinion that, provided the co-operation of the other 
banks is obtained, they may, and ought to, we 
should perhaps say that they must resume specie 

ayments before next spring; or, to be more precise, 
etween the first of January and the middle of 
March, 1838. 
Both the time and place of meeting in convention 
must ofcourse be determined in conformity with the 
general wishes of the banks. In orderto bring the 
subject in a definite shape before you, we merely 
suggest the latter end of October as the proper time, 
and this city as the most eligible place for the pro- 
posed convention. 
A sufficient time will have then elapsed to enable 
us to judge of the measures which eongress may 
adopt in reference to the subject. Whatever may 
be its action on the currency, the duty of resuming 
remains the same, and must be performed by the 
banks. If any thing indeed can produce an effect 
favorable to their views, it will be the knowledge of 
their being sincerely and earnestly engaged in effect- 
ing that purpose. An early indication of the determi- 
nation of the banks will have a beneficial influence, 
by making them all aware of the necessity of adopt- 
ing the requisite preliminary measures; and the in- 
formation is also due to all the varied interests of the 
country. 
We address this letter to no other bank in your 
city or state, than those herein designated; and we 
pray you tocollect and ascertain the opinions of the 
others, and to communicate the general result as 
early as practicable. 
We have the honor to be respectfully, sir, your 
most obedient servants, 
ALBERT GALLATIN, 
GEO. NEWBOLD, 
C. W. LAWRENCE. 

To John Brockenbrough, esq. president of the bank of 

Virginia. 





SPEECH OF GOV. EVERETT, OF MASS. 

Governor Everett was an invited guest at the 
‘school dinner,”’ given in Boston on the 23d ult. at 
Fanueil Hall, after the public examination of the 
grammar schools of that city, and delivered the fol- 
lowing brief speech in reply to one of the regular 
toasts, which was: 

His excellency the governor: Boston is proud to 
put him forth as a sample of the products of her 
free schools. 

Mr. President: I need not attempt to express 
iny grateful sense of the honor done me, in the Jast 
sentiment. It is praise enough for any man, to be 
regarded by such a company as this, as doing no 
discredit to the Boston schools. I am sure I owe 
them more than I can ever repay. They were the 
friends of my friendless youth and poverty; and 
gave me a better education than I had the means 
of getting in any other way. 

Of the numerous public occasions of different 
kinds, to which the courtesy paid to my official 
character calls me, there is none which I attend 
with greater pleasure, than this anniversary. There 
is indeed none in which, whether as parents or citi- 
zens, we should take a stronger interest. The 
importance of schools is certainly not overlooked in 
this community; but it is not over-valued; it can- 
not be. Liberal provision is made for their support; 
but not extravagant provision. No expense which 
any reasonable man or body of reasonable men 
would recommend for such a purpose, could be ex- 
travagant. I mean, in a word, that the object is of 
almost inestimable importance. 

Sir, it is of manifold, and if I may so express 
myself, compound importance. It is important, in 
and by the importance of almost every great and 
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which education furnishes the means. I do not 
know that this view of thematter is sufficiently fa- 
miliar; that it is enough considered, that the sup- 
port of the schools is not a sepaate interest, which 
may be taken up, provided for, neglected, and 
all other things remain the same. bear we may, 
even in this liberal community, be disp seq to re- 
gard it as one only of the items in the yey’s estj- 
mate, like lighting or paving the streets, eNotin 

public buildings, or bringing pure water into¥pe 


(desirable object in life, toward the attainment of! To his exc’y Joseph Ritner, 





city. In reference to all such objects, the peo} 
of course have only to consider, whether they wil 
or will not provide for any one of them, dispensing 
with or enjoying some or all the rest. Thus, for 
instance, the people, if they choose, may spend all 
their funds applicable to such objects, in lighting, 
paving and watching the streets, leaving them as to 
width and straightness, as they were left by the 
original surveyors—said to be the domestic animals 
as they came home from pasture. Or they may be- 
stow their surplus means on public buildings, and 
content themselves with water as it is medicated in 
the laboratory under our feet; the natural soda, not 
in all cases remarkably sprightly nor of the best 
flavor. 

But, to speak with the seriousness which becomes 
the topic, it is not so with education. ‘This is the 
one living fountain, which must water every part of 
the social garden, or its beauty withers and fades 
away. Ofcourse I mean, sir, moral and religious, 
as well as imental education. This is the single 
avenue, straight and narrow at first, but gradually 
widening, which all must tread who would arrive at 
usefulness anda good name. This is the temple 
which all must enter; built like that which Marcel- 
lus erected to Virtue at Rome, through which lay 
the only path to the temple of honor. Its one sim- 
ple portal seus unbarred for the mighty company 
of emulous youth of whatever object in life. There 
is room forall, and when they have entered in a 
thousand doors fly open before them, leading to 
every hall of prosperity, and virtuous fame. It is, 
next to religion, the shrine, from which must flow 
out the issues of peace to our fireside,—of activity 
and enlightened enterprise to our marts of business, 
—of wholesome respect to our courts and senate 
houses. It is the elemental fire, which must light- 
en, warin, and cheer us—as men and citizens. 
Talk cf public buildings, sir! Let the plain brick 
school house go down, and though we pile our hill 
tops with structures, that surpass the time-defying 
solidity of Egyptian Thebes, or the immortal grace- 
fulness of Corinth or Athens, they will but stand the 
rorgeous monuments of our shame. Quench the 
beams of education, and though we should light up 
our streets like Milton’s pandemonium— 


With many a row 
Of starry lamps and blazing cressets, fed 
With naphta and asphaltus, yielding light 
As from a sky, 
till midnight outshone the noontide sun, our chil- 
dren’s feet would still stumble on the dark moun- 
tains of ignorance as black as death. 

I speak in strong language, sir, but the truth is 
stronger. I have compared education only with 
other objects, that pertain to the comfort or orna- 
ment of this life!—great objects, I allow, in the cal- 
culations of a temporal economy, and not unworthy 
of the care bestowed upon them in this city! and 
never more than under its present enlightened and 
efficient government. But in themselves, they are, 
like every thing else which begins and ends in this 
life, bustling, unsubstantial vanities. Whatconsid- 
erate man can entera school, and not reflect with 
awe, that it is aseminary where immortal minds are 
training for eternity! What parent but is, at times, 
weighed down with the thought, that there must be 
laid the foundations of a building, which will stand, 
when not merely temple and palace, but the perpe- 
tual hills and adamantine rocks on which they rest, 
have melted away!—that a light may there be kin- 
dled, which will shine, not merely when every arti- 
ficial ray is extinguished, but when the affrighted 
sun has fled away from the heavens! I can add no- 
thing to this consideration, sir! I will only say in 
conclusion: 

Education. When we feed that lamp, we perform 
the highest social duty! if we quench it, I know not 
where,—(humanly speaking, for time or for eter- 
nity,—) 

. I know not where is that Promethean heat, 

That can its light relume. 








GOVERNOR RITNER, OF PA. 
Governor Ritner recently visited Pittsburgh, Pa. 
and received a most cordial greeting from its enter- 





tween the governor and a committee of citizens. 


ae the p 


prising and prosperous inhabitants. The “Daily 
Gazette” contains the following correspondence be- 


governor of Pennsylvania: 
Pittsburgh, Ang. 20, 1837. 
Dear sir: The undersigned, in offering to you a 
hearty welcome, would unite in the general testimo- 
ny to the fidelity, firmness, and sagacity which 
have marked your public eareer. In every execu- 
tive act and document we have discovered the same 
honest, anxious, and clear-sighted regard to the 
best interests of the commonwealth. Your great 
objects have been to secure to labor, skill, and en- 
terprise their just reward—to guard against a blind 
and lavish expenditure of the public money—to 
eople as far as possible from unreasona- 
exactions, and without any empty declamation 
abt the “best rights of the states,” to protect those 
which\ye undeniable from insult and aggression. 
‘i e ily r 


one of gre ves a ge which brings you here is 
have called to\our aid 


wealth has enli 

gratitude of every 
and enlightened dev 
schools. We know th 
to carry out and perfect 













The gentleman whom you 
as secretary of the common- 
d the co-operation and won the 
ecting man, by his assiduous 
‘on to the cause of common 
ou have it deeply at heart 


that the present tour of inspé ~ A acy eek BY ree 
mote so important an object. : 
that little is to be added to the su 
piness by the accumulation of pr 
there be imparted to those who are to 
sound and virtuous education. 

We will not, sir, on this occasion proffer 
public festival, which would encroach on the Ing. 
ed period of your stay, and would, moreover, bes 
little suited to the plainness of your character and\, 
our own. But we say, in all frankness and sincer- 
ity. that it will afford any and all of us pride and 
pleasure to aid you in examining whatever may be 
deemed worthy of observation, and to facilitate 
your passage through the county, in every quarter 
of which there exists a lively desire to take you by 
the hand. Respectfully, your fellow citizens. 

[Signed by 60 or 70 citizens. ] 
THE GOVERNOR'S ANSWER. 
Piitsburgh, Aug. 21, 1837. 

GENTLEMEN: Permit me to thank you for the cor- 
dial welcome to your city, and for the kind appro- 
val of my public acts, expressed by your letter of 
to-day. 

That my weak efforts ‘to secure to labor, skill, 
and enterprise their just reward,” should meet the 
approbation of your industrious and enterprising 
city, was to be expected; bnt that the exertions 
made ‘to guard against the blind and lavish expen- 
diture of the public money” should also be approv- 
ed, is most cheering. If there is any point in the 
whole commonwealth where a regard for the local 
might prevail over the general interest, it is Pitts- 
burgh. Allow me to congratulate you that such 
is not the case; and to infer, from this fact, the cer- 
tainty that all good Pennsylvanians will be found, 
hereafter, united in the seund policy of the state, 
which demands the vigorous prosecution of her 
system of internal communication. By this course 
alone, each section and each interest will be made 
to flourish at home, and to command for the whole, 
abroad, that influence and respect to which our re- 
sources so eminently entitle us. 

Nor will it be among the least of the advantages 
of a full development of her resources, that Penn- 
sylvania will be enabled to throw her weight, suc- 
cessfully, into the opposition to unconstitutional 
usurpation and federal executive interference, that 
h. re become the order of the day, and which have 
blasted the manufacturing and commercial prosper- 
ity as effectually as, if permitted to continue, they 
will overthrow the republican government of the 
country. In this contest for constitutional union 
against the encroaching attacks of the federal go- 
vernment, it has been my earnest desire to assist in 
retaining the whole energies of Pennsylvania, un- 
divided aad unimpaired, for the heat of the conflict, 
which I fear, has not yet arrived. But, come when 
it may, here we shall encounter it under peculiarly 
favorable circumstances. Our credit, at home and 
abroad,issound. Our treasury is full. Our public 
income is increasing. Our fellow-citizens, though 
under the common evils of the times, are suffering 
less than those of many of the sister states, and are 
rapidly arriving at just conclusions as to the source 
of their misfortunes. ‘The state is thus prepared to 
guard her own rights, and to act for the preserva- 
tion of that constitutional union which she has so 
ardently loved, and so truly supported and cherished. 

It has afforded me sincere gratification during the 
short time I have had the pleasure of Mr. Burrowes’ 
company on his tour to be informed of the rapid 
advance of the cause of general education. An 
| additional appropriation of means to its aid, by the 
legislature, and the further amendment of the school 
law, so as to remove the objectionable features 
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which still retard its acceptance, will accomplish all 
that the friends of a republican system of education 
and republican knowledge can desire. 

In great haste, I am, gentlemen, your fellow citi- 
zeD, JOSEPH RITNER. 
To Messrs. Wm. Hays, Nathaniel Holmes, John 

Little, Wm. Wade, and others. 





BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 
LETTER FROM LANGDON CHEVES, ESQ. 

From the Charleston Mercury of the 18th ult. _ 

in a publication of Dr. ‘Thomas Cooper’s, 1n 
“The Southern Literary Journal,” for July last, on 
‘‘Banks and Banking,” I find the following para- 
graphs. Speaking of the Bank of the United Stare 
Dr. Cooper says, ‘‘Captain Jones was compar" * 
resign the presidency, and on the 6th of “aren, 
1819, Mr. Cheves took his place. In ¥5 exhibit, 
about three years afterwards, Mr. C?ves stated, 
among other facts, the fraudulent d*count and ab- 
straction of near three millions ¢/ dollars from the 
Baltimore branch, while Jam~ 4- Buchanan was 
president, and J. W.McCulveh cashier. Security 
was obtained for about 99,0: 9 nominally of this 
deficiency, but reall about $500,000 only. By 
calling in all debts t* could be made available, by 
a rigid contractir* of discounts and paper issues, 
and by procuri’S @ supply of cash from abroad, Mr. 
Cheves save- the bank. But he continued his sys- 
tem too Jig and too inexorably. Great pressure 
in the aercantile world, and many failures took 
place The stockholders complained of receiving 


noVidends, and the merchants and manufacturers | 


gund all their operations paralyzed, and usury 
flourished. The reductions made by the national 
bank were calculated at seven millions, and by the 
other banks at half as much. The price of land 
throughout Pennsylvania fell at the close of 1819 
to one half of the value in 1809, A man who en- 
tered into a contract in 1817, 1818, paid double in 
18f9 and 1820. Mr. Cheves at length resigned the 
very harsh but really salutary exercise of his ardu- 
ous office. ‘That the bank was saved by his exer- 
tions, no one I believe denies; but the price paid for 
the benefit was very good. 

“Mr. Nicholas Biddle succeeded him. Fully 
aware and forewarned by the recent events of a 
few former years, he proceeded with a steady and 
cautious moderation, till he placed the bank not only 
beyond the fear of failure, but in a condition of pros- 


perity beyond that of any other known institution | 


of a similar kind.”’ 

The ordinary reader will, I suppose, infer that Dr. 
Cooper meant to state the following facts, though I 
do not believe he intended to do so, namely, that 
the great body of the curtailments of the bank was 
the work of my administration. ‘That these (my) 
curtailments produced great mercantile pressure and 
caused many failures. That they paralyzed the ope- 
rations of the merchants and manufacturers, and 
caused usury to flourish. That these (my) cur- 
tailments amounted io seven millions. That they 
caused a fall in the price of Jand throughout Penn- 
sylvania to one-half the value it bore in 1809. That 
no dividends were made during my administration, 
and that the bank was not put beyond the fear of 
failure while I was in office. Now if Dr. Cooper 
did mean to state these facts, he is mistaken in all 
of them, and he is equally mistaken in characteriz- 
ing my system as harsh and inexorable. This, I 
think, [I shall be able to prove to the satisfaction of 
Dr. Cooper, as well as the public. 

I do not mean to say that the reductions in the 
loans of the bank which Dr. Cooper mentions were 
not made, nor that they did not contribute largely 
to the evils which he has depicted; but Ido say, and 
shall prove, that these reductions were not made 
under my administration, and that [ am entirely 
guiltless of these evils. 

A ship without a rudder or sails or masts, on 
short allowance of provisions and water, on a 
stormy sea and far from land, will allord @ figure 
by no means too strong to express the hapless con- 
dition of the bank of the United States, when I 
undertook the government of it; and the mariner 
who should anchor such a barque in safety in her 
destined port, preserve the lives of her crew and 
bring her cargo to a good market;—because he 
had not made a speedy voyage, or given away to 
those who less wanted it a large portion of his 
scanty supplies at the hazard of starving his crew, 
might be condemned with as much propriety as my | 
condemnation has been pronounced for not grati- 
fying every ignorant, clamorous, unfonnded, and 
impracticable claim made upon the institution, 
and his condition would not be very different 
from mine if he were accused by the crew of a pi- 
rate whom he had beat off in repelling an attempt 
to plunder him, The bank of the United States, 
was at the point of failure, when I took my seat as 
president of it. Curtaiiments had been made be- 
































tween the 30th July, 1818, ard the Ist of April, 
1819, to the amount of six millions five hundred 
and thirty thousand doll#5, of which sum the re- 
ductions at Philadelp#@ alone, were three mil- 
lions six hundred t#ousand dollars. Within this 
period two milligrs two hundred and seventy thou- 
sand dollars of ‘unded 6 per cent. stock had been 
sold, making With the foregoing reductions, eight 
millions e” dollars, yet after these immense reduc- 
tions of#ts business and productive funds, the most 
sense and vital points (Philadelphia, New York 
ap’ Boston) were infinitely in worse condition than 
when the remedy was devised. The curtailments 
after I went into office, were altogether trifling 
at Philadelphia (and the burthen of the accusa- 
tion against me refers to my conduct there,) New 
York, Middletown, Providence, Boston, and Ports- 
mouth, embracing every thing north of the Potomac, 
and therefore the heart and great arteries of the insti- 
tution. Instead of pressing upon these, the dis- 
tressed members of the body, where the vital fluid 
was nearly dried up, I turned back upon them, al- 
most immediately, the streams of life and health. 
In seventy days from the time I took my seat, curtail- 
ments ceased every where except where there was an 
excess of capital. The whole reduction of discounts 
at the parent bank and these offices altogether at no 
time exceeded four hundred thousand dollars! Thus 
harsh and inexorable (and thus only) were iny 
ineasures. The excess of capital existed at the 
south and west, but principally at the latter. Al- 
most the whole active capital of the bank had been 
transferred by ill judged operations of business to 
these points. At the important office of Boston 
there was not a cent of capital. 
New York, I think, there was less than three 
hundred thousand dollars. I am sure, I am sub- 
stantially correct, though I may not be precisely so, 
as where I write I can have no recurrence to docu- 
ments. And though it was indispensably necessa- 


‘ing their unsustained slanders. 
At the vital one of | 


against me as an intrusive stranger, who had come 
among them to distress the commerce, manufactu- 
rers and general business and fortunes of their fair 
city, already laboring under too much suffering. 
Against slanders thus put forih and thus fostered, 
what defence could I make. ‘They were a Hydra 
with so many heads, that if I had possessed the 
hands of Briareus, they would have been too few 
for the combat had I joined in it. How could I de- 
fend myself? The evidence of refutation was to 
be found only in the books and documents of the 
bank. I could not invite a whole community into 
its hall to inspect them. I could not carry thein 
into the public squares of Baltimore, New York 
and Philadelphia, in all of which I had accusers, 
such as J] have described. 1 was occupied, too, 
night and day, in the difficult and laborious duty 


}which I owed to the stockholders and the nation. 


I was necessarily silent, and an eternal repetition 
of unrefuted falsehood is generally believed, and 
becomes as uneflaceable almost as_ established 
truth. I knew this, but I had neither time, nor 
means, nor sphere for my defence, until the trien- 
nial meeting of the stockholders in 1822. I had 
here fortunately an opportunity of meeting my ac- 
cusers, embodying their charges, and putting my- 
self on my defence. They were challenged to 
make their charges good. ‘The books and papers 
of the bank were in their hands, the clerks and 
other officers were at their command, to assist them 
in their investigations. They were called upon to 
prove, but they merely reiterated their denuncia- 
tions. I took npon myself the burthen of disprov- 
They were embo- 
died and enumerated in an ‘exposition,’ which | 
submitted to the stockholders, and which they re- 
ferred to a committee for examination. My object 
was to prove every fact and allegation contained in 
that document, that when proved, it might remain 











like an adjudicated question, the evidence of the 
J 


ry, under this state of things, to draw capital fiom | points of fact which came in judgment, for use at 
the south and west, it was not drawn harshly or in- | future times; for example, at such a one as the 


exorably, and never to such an extent as not to 
leave the offices at these points as much capital as 
they ought, under any circumstances whatever, at 
that time, to have had. Before the close of the first 
year of my administration, adequate capital had 
been assigned to the offices in which it had been 
deficient, and the bank and its offices generally, then 
or very soon after, were in a condition to do exten- 
sive business had the situation of the country per- 
mittedit. But the commerce ofthe country became 
perfectly stagnant. Money wasadrug. The bank, 
to keep up its business as far as possible, discount- 


ed long paper, say at four and six months, and per- | 


haps longer. It was even proposed, with the same 
object, to lower the rate of interest to 5 per cent. 
I believe local banks at Boston did, in some instan- 
ces, discount at that rate. In Philadelphia, I think, 


the local banks discounted paper having nine months | 


to run, and perhaps more. The commerce of the 
couytry was reduced froma state of great excite- 
nent, such as we have just witnessed, to a state of 
collapse, such as I fear we may soon suffer. Un- 
der these circumstances the discounts fell off. The 
bank was too safe. it had, at times, I believe, as 
much specie, perhaps more, in its vaults than it had 
notes in circulation. 
for money, I was so fortunate as to obtain the pub- 
lic loans, to the amount of six millions of dollars, 
which the bank was able. to pay for, and retain an 
abundance of specie in its vaults. Was not the 
bank then, beyond all fear of failure? No bank 
ever was more sound or safe than I left the bank 
of the United States when I resigned my office. 
The stockholders, at their triennial meeting in 1822, 
say, with unquestionable truth, that I had ‘placed 
its affairs in an attitude so safe and prosperous that 


the burthen of duty devolving on my successor | 


would be comparatively light.” 

But it may be said these are only my assertions. 
Where is the proof of their truth and accuracy?— 
No proof, let it be remembered, is adduced to esta- 
blish the charges condemnatory of my management. 
But I will relieve my accusers from the burthen of 
proof which lies upon them. I have the proof. A 
thousand slanders were uttered against me and my 
administration while I was in the bank, by disap- 
pointed and ruined speculators, whose guilty hopes 
1 had extinguished, and by the plunderers of the 
institution whom I detected, and some of whom I 
with a decisive hand, turned out of office. (Here I 
admit I was inexorable). Was I guilty? These 
slanders were at the same time too much counte- 
nanced by good men, who had been in the previous 
manavement of the bank, and who writhed under 


the exposure of ihe ignorance which they should 
have corrected, and the guilt which they should 


have detected and denounced. ‘They were, too, 
nixed up in the cup of social intercourse, and given 


as an exciting drug to prejudice the community 


Under this want of demand | 


present. I went into evidence on every allegation 
|it contained, and the committee reported that it was 
‘fully and satisfactorily established. I think the 
committee accompanicd their report, at my request, 
'with a special attestation in writing, of the fact. 
| But lest there be no such document, in lieu of it, I 
| appeal to the committee to controvert the fact, if I 
'be wrong, in saying that I substentiated every fact 
‘stated in iy ‘‘exposition’’ by satisfactory proof. 
| Fortunately, 1 have just laid my hands on the 
Southern Patriot, of the 6th of November, 1822, 
| which furnishes indubitable evidence of the fact. 


ithe stockholders of South Carolina, who were, 
|judge Richardson, gen. Hamilton and Mr. John 
i Schultz. After mentioning my “exposition,” they 
say, “That the slatements therein exhibited, in our 
opinion, were fully warranted, and the facts set forth 
by Mr. Cheves, were abundantly proved by all the tes- 
timony of which the occasion and subject were suscep- 
tible.’ That exposition thus proved, will sustain 
every fact that I have before stated. 

I submit therefore to the candor of Dr. Cooper, 
but nevertheless, to the impartial judgment of the 
public; that the facts inferable from his paper as 
well a3 his opinion of the harshness, inexorable- 
ness and too long continuance of a system so char- 
acterized, are all founded if mistake, and probably 
originated (not with Dr. Cooper) in most injurious 
sianders. My exposition was published by order 
of the stockholders, in a pamphlet, with the ac- 
‘companying documents, and a number of them 
| transmitted to the offices. No doubt some of them 
| will be found in Charleston. It is too long a do- 
‘cument to ask the publication of it in a newspa- 
per, now that it has lost much of its interest from 
the laspe of time, but it will be no uninteresting 
document to those who may wish to consider the 
abuses to which a national bank is liable, and 
the public evils of which it may be the instrument. 

I find I have yet to notice the question of divi- 
dends and the matter of my resignation. 

Dr. Cooper’s paper leaves it to be inferred, that 
the bank made no dividends during my administra- 
tion. 

It made no dividends in July 1819, January 1820, 
July 1820, and January 1821. It made dividends 
in July 1821 of one and one-half per cent. in Jan- 
uary 1822 of two per cent. in July 1822 of two and 
one-quarter per eent. and in January 1823 (when 
‘I left the bank) of two and one half per cent. The 
losses of the bank amounted to near four millions 
of dollars, three millions five hundred and fifty thou- 
sand dollars of the profits of the bank;—inter- 
est, which bad aecrued on suspended debts, of 
about one million five hundred thousand dollars, 
which probably ought to be estimated at about half 
the sum;—a balance, left after the dividend of Jan- 








uary 1823, to the debit of profit and loss, of $274,000, 


That paper contains the report of the delegates of 
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and the contingent value, above par, of 27,954 
shares of the bank,—pledged te it for more than 
any sum they were likely to become worth, 
making a fund that can have yielded little less, if 
not more, than five millions of dollars; were left to 
meet the loss above mentioned. Recurring to the 
situation of the bank when [ entered it, the subse- 
quent stagnation of business, the immense amount 
of loss sustained and the ample provision made to 
repair it, I think few will ask why dividends were 
not sooner or more largely made, but all unpreju- 
diced persons will rather wonder how so much was 
done. No honest man [ hope will ask why divi- 
dends were not made before the capital of the bank 
was made whole? The suspicion of a dividend 
trenching on the capital of the bank would have 
destroyed public confidence and diminished the 
value of the stock to ten times the amount divided, 
and therefore the propriety of an ample reparation 
of the losses. But no honest man could have made 
a question about trenching on the capital. 1t would 
have been treachery to the interests of the stock- 
holders, and a fraud upon the public. Yet it re- 
quired no little firmness to resist the clamors of en- 
einles, the remonstrances of friends, and the pite- 
ous claims of the helpless aged, the widow and the 
orphan, whose whole means of subsistence in tvo 
many instances were invested in the institution. 
I did inexorably resist all these. (Here again I was 
inexorable—was I guilty?) and I thank God that I 
was able todo so. Yet none of my accusers could 
have sympathised more sincerely with the sufferers 
than I did. 

Bui Dr. Cooper says I at length resigned; and I 
think the reader who has no other information than 
the face of his paper supplies, must infer that I did 
it amidst the public clamor and the pnblic misery, 
and under the frowa of the stockholders. 











clearly shewn. I hope I may b2 pardoned a fow | 
words more in shewing that I did not resign ander 
the frown of the stockholders, and why I did resign. | 


The office was one for which I had ‘no particular| ed at the cost which Dr. Cooper states, according | 
predilection, independent of the peculiar difficulties | to the construction which I think the general and | 


which attended it, of which [ had scarcely any idea} even the critical reader must put upon his publica- 
I was called to it by | tion. 


when [agreed to accept it. 
the common voice of a large majority of the stock- | 


holders, by the particular solicitation of the govern- | of my conduct as he has done. 
ment, and by an almost unanimous vote of the di-| me no unkindness. 


rectors, and [ had not the least idea that my appoint- | impression of a state of facts entirely diilerent from 
ment would have been offensive to the citizens of | those which really existed. 
Philadelphia, many of whoin I had served most es-| to abridge the eulogy he has pronounced on my 
| successor. 


sentially in a very important public concern while 


. . c. » j 
I was a member of congress, of which they were | 
{ 


so sensible that, as I have been informed, public 


steps were taken to testify their thanks and their| stances, and the results were necessarily very dilfer- 
gratitude. If public duty bad been out of the|ent. I am very sure, however, that he has made 


auestion, so little wish had I to fill the office, that | 


I would without the least hesitation have rejected 
it, could [ have imagined that it would have caused 
the smallest local excitement. T believe it would 
not have done so but for the slanders before men- 
tioned. I soon found, however, that my appoint- 


that not a few such nen, who were in no way im- 
plicated in the management of the bank, were un- 
friendly to my administration simply becars> T was 
a stranger. Ivery one who had a note to pay, a.: | 
did not find the money in his pocket, charged it to 
the harshness and inexorableness of the president of 
the bau.k of the United States. To him every 
bankrupt, though he had been rotten to the core for 
years before, attributed his failure. Every thing 
he did was wrong—no good could come out of Na- 
zareth. He was astranger and came from the far 
south. lI remember once to have jocularly depre- 
cated the occurrence of yellow fever, as I was sure 
it would be put to the errors and crimes of the pre- 
sident of the bank. I will relate an anecdote 
which will shew how tf was situated and how I was 
judged. After curtailments had ceased altogether, 
a respectable old gentleman of the city whom IL had 
never seen in my life before, waited on me at the 
bank, and introduced himself. He stated that he 
had come to remonstrate with me on the course of 
my administration. I asked him politely to state 
his objections. They were summed up in an alle- 
gation, that the reductions of the bank were pro- 
ducing bankruptey, embarrassing commerce, man- 
ufactures, &c. I told him, with perfect trnih, that 
the bank was making no reductions, but on the 
contrary, was alfording every dollar of relief that 
its safety would permit. He was silent, but I have 
no doubt left me, without believing me, to reiterate, 
under a firm belief of their truth (for how could he 
doubt what every body said). the charges which 


had formed the subject of his remonstance. I was| you do not hold regular nominations obligatory | will be given against him. 





/ocecasion I supposed its course to be wrong, I felt 


be my probable fate, I determined in a few weeks‘ the undersigned, desirous of avoiding a division 
after 1 entered the bank to leave it as soon as the | among friends, if there is no just cause therefor, 
task which had been imposed on me was perform- | respectfully request your opinions and views upon 
ed. ‘That was to save the bank and the currency. | the foregoing subjects. 

I did both triumphantly and speedily, to the sur- er os wr your obedient servants, 

prise of many of the ablest men in the country, | © (Signed) Hf. W. GREENE, 
among whom, was the distinguished gentleman A. W. H. CLAPP, 
then at the bead of the treasury. My success ex- IRA CROCKER, 
ceeded my own expectations and hopes. As soon CHARLES HUNT. 
as these objects were accomplished, and I was ena- 
bled to Jay the affairs of the bank before the stoek- 
holders and the public for their information, as well 
as to defend myself against years of unrefuted 
slander, I most cheerfully resigned. ‘Three-fourths 
of the stockholders had given me, throughout the 
whole of my course, and not less at the closing 
scene, their entire confidence and support. ‘The 
fact is notorious that their solicitations were ear- 
nest and pressing to induce me to continue in of- 
fice. It is true that some of them, confounded by 
the perpetual peal of slander that rang in their ears, 
until 1 was enabled to lay before them and prove 
the contrary, weie inclined to believe that I might 
have made the bank more profitable; but I feel sa- 
tisfied that this impression was removed at the trien- 
nial meeting in 1822. Previous to that meeting, while 
[ was on the one hand charged with harshness and 
inexorableness, I was on the other condemned fora 
caution approaching timidity. These charges were 
alike unfounded. There was certainly no timidity 
in my administration. It was made up of a series 
of acts of difficulty and high responsibility, effect- 
ed in spite of ont-door clamor and in-door opposi- 
tion. I have, independent of the good or evil I may 


Hon. Gorham Parks. 


a Bangor, Aug. 12th, 1837. 
To H. W. Greene, A. W. H. Clapp, Ira Crocker, 
and Charles Hunt, esqrs. 

GENTLEMEN: [ acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of July 24th ult. Owing to my absence fro.n 
home, it did not come to hand until this morning. 

In your letter, you request my opinions and 
views on several subjects, the first of which is the 
currency—some asserting, to use your language, 
“that I am for a currency entirely metallic, dis- 
pensing altogether with paper, at once.” Such, 
gentlemen, is not my opinion. If desirable, it is 
not practicable. We must look at this subject in 
the situation we are as one of the states of this 
union, intimately connected by relations both of a 
political and business character with the rest. 
We cannot at once change from the present system 
to an entire specie currency, if we would. My 
wish is, in the first place, to secure for the laboring 
and working classes, a currency which shall al- 
ways be of sure and equal value. This is the con- 
stitutional currency of gold and silver, the highest 
coin of which is the eagle of ten dollars value. 


: How | the reputation of having saved the bank of the Uni- 
little of that public clamor [ merited, how little of | ted States, it is because it presents me in the light 
that public distress I occasioned, I think has been | of a public benefactor; as having averted a great 


‘sible profits, and therefore I should probably have 
ment as a stranger was offensive to good men, and | 





| 


be supposed to have done, almost as little ambition 
to be considered an eminently skilful banker, as an 
eminently skilful physician. If I value as I do, 


nublic evil and great individual loss and suiferiag. 
But I should certainly hold that reputation very 
lightly and not desire to bear it, if it had been earn- 


I make no complaint of Dr. Cooper for speaking | 
L believe he meant 


Doubtless he spoke under the 
Nor have I any wish 


I have always born testimony to Mr. 
Biddle’s talents and general fitness for his station. 
Our fate was to encounter very different circum- 


larger profits for the stockholders, than I should 
have done under equal circumstances. I have al- 
ways been of opinion that a bank of the United 
States neither ouzht, nor ought to be permitted, to 
conduct its business with a view to the largest pos- 


done a more limited business. As to the late bank 
of the United States, I have but very general no- 
tions of its transactions since I resigned. I have 
been principally struck with the ex'ent of them on 
some occasions. T had no interest init. If on any 


that it wonld appear illiberal and be indelicate in 
me to become a critic of the conduct of my suc- 
cessor. If in the struggles of the bank to be re- 
chartered, my opinion was against it (as in fact it 
was), I nevertheless was silent. The relations in 
which I had stood to it forbade me to manifest op- 
position to it, in any way or in any degrce. It is 
now no more, and Iam free to declare that Il am 
opposed to a national bank in any shape. I always 
believed it to be unconstitutional, and my expe- 
rience and observation have satisfied me, that it is 
inexpedient, unnecessary, and dangerous. 
LANGDON CHEVES. 





LETTER FROM GORHAM PARKS. 

The Portland Jeffersonian contains the following 
correspondence between a committee of citizens of 
Portland, to Gorham Parks, esq. the democratic 
candidate for governor of Maine: 

Portland, July 24, 1837. 

Dear str: As various and contradictory reports | 
are in circulation, in relation to your opinion on the 
currency of the country, as well as to your views 
of the obligation of individuals to sustain regular 
nominations of candidates for office—some assert- 








fo) 


This currency I wish preserved to the people, pro- 
tected from the perpetual war which is made upon 


it by the banks, in attempting to substitute their 


small bills as a currency instead of it. 


Securing this, 1 have no objection to banks issu- 
ing bills for such greater amounts as may prove 
useful to serve as a currency among that class who 
denominate themselves business men, and such 
others as may have occasion to use suins of large 
amount, taking care that they are made to be, what 
they purport to be, the representatives of money. 

The subject of the currency is one, which may 
be extended to great length. I believe I have said 
enough to answer your question. 

In the second place, you enquire my opinion as 

to the validity of regular nominations. I answer, 
hat I always have held regular nominations, fairly 
made by the deinoeratic party, to be binding on all 
its members. I have always supported them with- 
out an exception, and maintained this principle by 
example as well as precept. 

With regard to the third query proposed to me, 
I assure you, gentlemen, that if 1 should be elected 
to the place for which [ am now propused, my 
most earnest endeavor will be to promote harmony 
in the democratic party, by healing divisions, act- 
ing kindly and gently towards any sections of it, 
that may (no matter from what cause) have be- 
come separated from each other, taking care that 
no set, or class of men are persecuted, discounte- 
nancing proscription, and endeavoring to know no 
man among us, in any other light, or point of view, 
than as a democratic republican, entitled to just so 
much weight and no more, as his integrity, talents, 
purity of principle, and devotion to the great cause 
of civil liberty, and our political opinions, as the 
great means of obtaining and preserving it, onght 
to give him. 

With these views, you will perceive that I should 
endeavor, at least, to be governed by no set of men, 
but to be directed in all things, tending to advance 
the public good; in appointinents to office, as in all 
other acts, by the great voice of the people, and 
my own consciousness of right. 

I am, gentlemen, with very great respect, your 
obedient servant, GORHAM PARKS. 





LETTER FROM GOVERNOR FENNER. 

The following letter was addressed by Mr. Fen- 
ner to Robinson Potter, esq. of Newport, R. I. 

Providence, July 24, 183 

Dear str: Yours of this date was this moment 
handed to me. I am not surprised at the informa- 
tion you give me, of the mean aitempt of Pearce to 
electioneer in my name, by saying “that Tam bought 
over.” Buying others and selling himself is his 
principal business; but I am not in market; and if I 
were, I should value myself beyond the reach of 
the long purses of all his supporters put together, 
rich as some of them may be. 








ing that you are fora currency entirely metallic, 
dispensing altogether with paper, at once—that | 


I think he is very modest in his estimate of Ais 
majority, as it falls considerably short of that which 
Please to inform those 


able to bear all this with firmness, beeanse it was a upon individuals—and that, if elected, you ‘would | he “has tampered with,” that I am unchanged, and 


duty to do so, but L know no earthly misery greater | favor the peculiar views of that portion of the par- 


|that [ am not at this moment aware of any human 


than to live in perpetual strife, and seeing this tolty who have not uniformly adhered to its usages—! power which can divert me from my course. The 


a 
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majority against him will probably be 700—some 
persons here estimate it much higher, but this is the 
guage which I give it. My “opposition to him 
may not make more than ten votes against him,” 
as he says; nor is it necessary that it should. He 
is so obnoxious to hundreds who have heretofore 
reluctantly supported him, that even with my help 
he could not be elected. I have written this in 
great haste, but you may show it to any person to 
whom he is misrepresenting me. 

Please to show this to iny friend, the postmaster 
in Newport. Respectfully, yours, &c. 

JAMES FENNER. 
Capt. Robinson Potter. 





LETTER FROM JUDGE WHITE. 

The Nashville Union contains the annexed Ietter 
from judge White. 

Knozville, July 24th, 1837. 

Dear sir: Your favor dated 18th instant was 
received by the mail which arrived here on yester- 
day, and with pleasure I send you an immediate 
answer. 

Your recollection of the contents of my letter to 
Mr. Kircannon, is correct. I then stated and yet 
believe, congress has not the power to charler a bank, 
conferring upon it the power to do business within 
the limits of any of the states. 

Should a national bank at any time be found in- 
dispensably necessary, I have heretofore said, and 
yet believe, congress has the power to charter one 
to do business in the District of Columbia, and that 
they could authoiize such bank to connect itself 
with one or more banks in each state with the con- 
sent of the respective states, and that through such 
a district bank, thus connected with state banks, 
every desirable object towards keeping a sound and 
uniform currency, and receiving, safely keeping, 
and conveniently disbursing the public moneys, 
could be as certainly attained as through a national 
bank of the ordinary description. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

HUGH L. WHITE. 
D, A, Crenshaw. 





LETTER FROM COL. T. H. BENTON. 
The following letter from Col. Benton was in 
reply to an inyitation from certain citizens of Fair- 
field county to atlend the public dinner given to the 
hon. Mr, Allen. 


Si. Louts, Aug. 11th, 1837. 

GENTLEMEN: Your most kind invitation to attend 
the public dinner to be given to the hon. Mr. Allen, 
on the 19th inst., has been duly received, and com- 
mands the expression of my sincere thanks both for 
the honor done me and the kind terms in which it 
has been coinmunicated. Were it in my power to 
attend, it would give me great pleasure to do so; 
but the state of my family will require me to re- 
main at home to the Jast moment, and will not af- 


ford me a spare day to stop on the road as I proceed 
to Washington. 


I congratulate you, gentlemen, on the success of 
greneral Jackson’s endeavors to improve the condi- 


tion of the currency, exempiified in the present’ 


prosperity of the productive classes, and in the gene- 
ral capacity of the country to carry on its business, 
and to measure values by the specie standard, in 
spite of the stoppage of the banks. That event 
was expected to annihilate the specie standard or 
value—to sink the price of labor, of produce, and 
of property, as low as it fell after the catastrophe of 
1319,—to effect a revolution in the government by 
scourging the couatry into a change of administra- 
tion,—and_ to humble the democracy into a suppli- 
cation for the re-establishment of a national bank 
to repair the evils of its own misrule and misgov- 
ernment. Those fine expectations have not been 
realized, thanks to the eighty millions of hard mo- 
ney which general Jackson’s policy had accumulat- 
ed in the country, and which enables the govern- 
ment and the people to be independent of non-spe- 
cie paying banks, and not only saves labor, produce 
and property from the prices of 1819, but gives 
them far better prices than they reeeived eight or 
ten years ago, in the palmy days of bank and fede- 
ral dominion, when those who are now crying out 
‘“inisrule,”’ “tyranny,” and “ruin,” were themselves 
in power, the great regulator in full operation, and 
the federal government and the. federal bank in 
full concert in regulating the affairs of the country. 
Reduced to specie, and present prices are far bet- 
ter than they were in that vaunted period, which 
the croakers of the present day consider as the 
standard of perfection, and to which they labor in- 
cessantly to carry us back. What would the far- 
mers now say toa relapse from present prices to 
these of 1825-6-7-8? when flour was four or five 
dollars a barrel, and every thing else in propor- 
tion. 





Torty-five years ago, it was set down in his me- 
morandum book by Mr. Jefferson, that there was a 
system formed by the federal party to banish gold 
and silver from circulation, and to deluge the states 
with paper money. Every year which has since 
elapsed has given the proofs of the existence and 
continuance of that system, and the year 1837 would 
have seen its success, had it not been for the SO mil- 
lions of hard money with which general Jackson 
had fortified the country. His policy has balked 
this system in the moment of its anticipated tri- 
umph; and I think that his successor ‘ts made of 
the stuff” to sustain that policy, and that the demo- 
cracy of the union is also ‘‘made of the stuff”? to 
sustain him in doing so. 

Enclosed, gentlemen, I send you a sentiment, 
which I hope you will find appropriate to the occa- 
sion, and acceptable to the company. Yours, most 
respectfully, THOMAS H. BENTON. 
Messrs. John Brough, and others, Lancaster, Ohio. 


The memory of Mr. Jeiferson, who wrote down 
in a book, 1792, what has been attempted in 1837, 
—the poxicy of general Jackson which has balked 
that attempt,--and the presrpENT and the MEN 
who are “‘made of the stuff”? to carry out the policy 
which Jefferson indicated, and which Jackson has 
been pursuing. 


MEMBERS OF THE TWENTY-FIFTH 





CONGRESS. 
SENATE. 
W. Ad. 
Maine 2 Ruggles & Williams. 
New Hampshire 2 Iiubbard & Pierce. 
Vermont 2 Prentiss & Swift. 
Massachusetts 2 Webster & Davis. 
Rhode Island 2 Knight & Robbins. 
Connecticut 2 Niles & Smith. 
New York 2 Wright & Tallmadge. 
New Jersey 1 1 Southard & Wall. 
Delaware 2 Bayard & Clayton, 
Pennsylvania 2 Buchanan & MeKean. 
Maryland 2 Kent & Spence. 
Virginia 2 Rives & Roane. 


bo bt 


North Carolina Brown & Strange. 


South Carolina 2 Calhoun & Preston. 
Georgia 2 King & Cuthbert. 
Alabama 2 King & Clay. 
Mississippi 1 1 Black & Walker. 
Louisiana 2 Nicholas & Mouton. 
Tennessee 1 1 White & Grundy. 
Kentueky 2 Clay & Crittenden. 
Arkansas 2 Sevier & Fulton. 
Missouri 2 Benton & Linn. 
[tlinois 2 Robinson & Young. 
Indiana 1 1 Smith & Tipton. 
Ohio 2 Morris & Allen. 
Michigan 2 Lyon & Norvell. 
18 34 
Ad. maj. 16 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Those in italics are whigs—those in Roman are 
friends of the administration. 
Maine. Thomas T. Whittlesey 
George Evans Launcelet Phelps 
John Fairfield Orrin Holt 
Timothy J. Garter Vermont. 
F. O. J. Smith Fiiland Hall 
Thomas Davee William Slade 
Jonathan Cilley Heman Allen 
Joseph C. Noyes Isaac Fletcher 
Hugh J. Anderson Horace Everelt 
New Hampshire. New York. 
Samuc!] Cushman Thomas B. Jackson 
James Farrington Abraham Vanderveer 
Charles G. Atherton C. C. Cambreleng 
Joseph Weeks Ely Moore 
Jared W. Wiliams Edward Curlis 
Massachusetts. Ogden Hoffman 
Richard Fletcher Governeur Kemble 
Stephen C. Phillips Obadiah Titus 
Caleb Cushing Nathaniel Jones 
Wm. Parmenter John C. Broadhead 
Levi Lincoln Zadoc Pratt 
George Grennell, jr. Robert McClelland 
George N. Briggs Henry Vail 
Wm. B. Calhonn Albert Gallup 
Nathaniel B. Borden John I. DeGraff 
John Q. Adams David Russell 
John Reed John Palmer 
Wm. S. Hastings James B. Spencer 
Rhode Island. Jolin Edwards 
Robert B. Cranston Arphaxad L.cemis 
Joseph L. Tillinghast Henry A Foster 
Conneclicut. Abraham P. Grant 
Isaac Toucey Isaac H. Bronson 
Samuel Ingham Johu H. Prentiss 
Elisha Haley Amasa J. Parker 





John C. Clark 
Andrew D. W. Bruyn 
Hiram Gray 
William Taylor 
Bennett Bicknell 
William H. Noble 
Samuel Birdsall 
Mark H. Sibley 
John T. Andrews 
Timothy Childs 
William Paiterson 
Luther C. Peck 
Richard P. Marvin 
Millard Filimore 
Charles I. Mitchell 
New Jersey. 
Jno. B. Ayerigg 
Jno. P. B. Maxwell 
William Halstead 
Jos. F. Randolph 
Chas. G. Stratton 
Thos. Jones Yorke 
Pennsylvania. 
Lemuel Paynter 
John Sergeant 
George W. Toland 
Charles Naylor 
dwerd Davies 
David Potts 
Edward Darlington 
Jacob Fry, jr. 
Matthias Morris 
David D. Wagener 
Edward B. Hubley 
Henry A. Muhlenberg 
Luther Reilly 
Henry Logan 
Daniel Shettfer 
Chas. McClure 
Wim. W. Potter 
David Petriken 
Robt. H. Hammond 
Samuel W.. Morris 
Charles Ogle 
John Klingensmith 
Andrew Buchanan 
T. M. T. McKennan 
Richard Biddle 
William Beatty 
Thomas Henry 
Arnold Plummer 
Delaware. 
John J. Milligan 3 
HMarylend. 
John Dennis 
James 4. Pearce 
J.T. H. Worthington 
Benj. C. Howard 
Isaac McKim 
| Willtam C. Johnson 
Francis ‘homas 
Daniel Jenifer 
Virginia. 
Henry A. Wise 
Francis Mallory 
John Robertson 
Chas. F. Mercer 
John Taliaferro 
R. T. M. Hunter 
James Garland 
Francis E. Rives 
Walter Coles 
Geo. C. Dromgoole 
Jas. W. Bouldin 
John M. Patton 
James M. Mason 
isaac 5. Pennybacker 
Andrew Beirne 
Archibald Stuart 
John W. Jones 
Lobert Craig 
Geo. W. Hopkins 
Joseph Johnson 
Wm. 8S. Morgan 
North Carolina. 
Jesse A. Bynum 
Edward D. Stanley 
Charles Shepard 
Micajah T. Hawkins 
James McKay 
Edmund Deberry 
Abraham Rencher 
William Montgomery 
Augustine H. Shepherd 
James Graham 
Henry Connor 
Lewis Williams 
Samuel T. Sawyer 
South Curolina. 
H. S&S. Legare 
Waddy Thompson 
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Francis W. Pickens 
W. K. Clowney 
F. H. Elmore 
John K. Griffin 
R. B. Smith 
Jno. Campbell 
Jobn P. Richardson 
Georgia. 
Thomas Glascock 
S. F. Cleveland 
Seaton Grantland 
Chas. E. Haynes 
Hopkins Holsey 
Jabez Jackson 
Geo. W. Owens 
Geo. W. B. Townes 
W. C. Dawson 
Tennessee. 
Wm. B. Carter 
A. A. McClelland 
Joseph Williams 
One vacancy. 
H. L. Turney 
Wm. B: Campbell 
John Bell 
Abraham P. Maury 
James K. Polk 
Eben. J. Shields 
Richard Cheatham 
John W. Crockett 
Christopher H. Williams 
Kentucky. 
John L. Murray 
Edward Rumsey 
Sherrod Williams 
Joseph R. Underwood 
James Harlan 
John Calhoon 
John Pope 
Wm. J. Graves 
John White 
Richard Hawes 
Richard: H. Menifee 
John Chambers 
Wim. W. Southgate 
Ohio. 
Aiex. Dunean 
Taylor Webster 
Patrick G. Goode 
Thomas Corwin 
Thomas L. Hainer 
Calvary Morris 
Wm. K. Bond 
J. Ridgeway 
John Chaney 
Samson Mason 
J. Alexander, jr. 
Alex. Harper 
Dp. P. Leadbetter 
Wm. H. Hunter 
John W. Allen 
Elisha Whiitlesey 
A. W. Loomis 
Matihias Shepler 
Daniel Kilgore 
Alabama. 
Francis 8. Lyon 
Dixion H. Lewis 
Joab Lawler 
Renben Chapman 
J. L. Martin 
Indiana. 
Ratliff Boon 
John Ewing 
Williem Graham 
George H. Dunn 
James Rariden 
William Herrod 
Albert S. White 
Illinois. 
A. W. Snyder 
Zadee Casey 
Wim. L. May 
Lowisiana. 
Henry Johnson 
Fleazer W. Ripley 
Rice Garland 
Mississippi. 
John F. H. Claaborne 
5. H. Gholson 
Arkansas. 
Archibald Yell 
Missouri. 
Albert G. Harrison 
Jobn Miller 
Michigan. 
Isaac E. Crary 
Florida. 
Charles Downing 
Wisconsin. 
George W. Jones 
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TWENTY-FIFTH CONGRESS, 
FIRST SESSION—SENATE. 

September 4. Ia cvileplinnies with the proclama- 
tion of the president of the U. 
May last, convening congress to consider “great 
and weighty matters” which may be laid before 
them, the senate assembled in the senate chamber 
at 12 o’clock. 

Hon. Richard M. Johnson, vice president of the 
United States, took the chair as president of the 
senate. 


The following senators were present and took 
their seats: 

From Maine—Mr. Ruggles and Mr. Williams. 

From New Hampshire--Mr. Hubbard and Mr. 
Pierce. 

from Vermont—Mr. Swift. 

From Rhode Island—Mr. Knight and Mr. Robbins. 

Krom Connecticut—Mr. Niles and Mr. Smith. 

From New York—Mr. Tallmadge and Mr. Wright. 

From New Jersey—Mr. Wail. 

From Pennsylvania—Mr. Buchanan and Mr. Me- 
Kean. 

From Delaware—Mr. Bayard and Mr. Clayton. 

From Maryland—Mr. Kent and Mr. Spence. 

From Virginia—Mr. Rives and Mr. Roane. 

From Nor: th Carolina- -Mr. Strange. 

From Soul Carolina—Mr. Calhoun and Mr. 
Preston. 

From Georgta—Mr. King. 

From Alabama—Mr. Clay and Mr. King. 

From Mississippi—Mr. Walker. 

From Lovisianu—Mr. Nicholas. 

From Tennessee—Mr. Grundy and Mr. White. 

From Kentucky—My. Clay any Mr. Crittenden. 

From Arkansas—-Mr. Fulton and Mr. Sevier 

From Missouri—Mr. Benton and Mr. Linn. 

From Ilinois—Mr. Robinsen and Mr. Young. 

From Indiana—Mr. Smith. 

From Ohio—Mr. Morris. 

From Michigan—Mr. Norvell and Mr. Lyon. 

Mr. King, of Alabama, presented the credentials 
of Messrs. C. €. Clay and Rabert Strange, senators 
as above, who took the usual oath. 

Mr. Rives presented the credentials of Mr. Roane, 
senator as above, who was also qualified. 

On motion of Mr. King, of Alabama, the secre- 
tary of the senate was instructed to inforin the 
of representatives that a quorum of the senate 
now present and ready to proceed to business. 

Mr. Wright moved that a committee be appoint. | 


was 


ed to join a similar committee from the house, in iduly qualified. 


order to wait upon the president of 
States, and inform him that congress 


the U nited | 
was assem- | 


States of the 15th of 








isent, no authentic knowledge on the subject. 
| insisted 1 that they were not members of ‘the house 


complished the sole purpose for which he had risen, ;in which Messrs. Mercer, 
but whilst he was up he could not forbear say ing, 


that after attentively listening to the reading of this 
message, he felt the deepest regret that the presi- 
dent, entertaining such views, and proposing such 
a plan for the relief of the country, as he had pre- 
sented, had deemed it his duty to call an extra ses- 
sion of congress at this inconvenient period of the 

ear. 
é Mr. Buchanan said he did not rise to express any 
opinion or to enter intoany discussion. ‘Sufficient 
for the day,” said he, ‘is the evil thereof.” But it 
was his wish to increase the number ef copies to 
be printed from five thousand to ten. He thought 
the former number too small for his proportion of 
it to satisfy the demands of his constituents. 

Mr. Wright was ready to accept the proposition 
as a modification of his original motion, and did so. 

The question on printing ten thousand was then 
put and carried. 


On motion of Mr. Grundy, the senate then ad- 
journed. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Monday, Sept.4. At 120’clock, Walter S. Frank- 
lin, esq. clerk of the last house of representatives, 
called the members to order and read the proclama- 
tion of the president of the United States, conven- 
ing an extrasession of congress. He then proceed- 
ed to call the roll of the members reported to be 
elected, all of whom answered to their names, with 
the exception of the following: 

From South Carclina—Mr. “Richardson. 

From Georgia—Mr. Cleveland, Mr. Dawson, and 
Mr. Glascock. 

From Tennessee—-Mr. Cheatham, Mr. 
and Mr. Joseph L. Williains. 

From Louisiana—Mr. Garland and Mr. Ripley. 

From Alabuma—Mr. Lawler, Mr. Lewis, and 
Mr. Lyon. 

From Indiana—Mr. White. 

From Arleansas—Mr. Yel}. 

From Michigan—Mr. Crary. 

The name of Mr. Cushing of Massachusetts bav- 
ing been called, that centleman rose, and remarked, 
that before he answered officially, he wished to say 
afew words in explanation. dle saw before him 


Shields, 


'many members who were said to be elected to that 
house | 


house, but that was all they knew, having, at pre- 


He 


till after the election of speaker, and they had all 
ite was aware that the usage of the 
house had been, that the clerk should prenare aroll, 
'as he had done: should call the members individa- 


bled and ready to receive such communic ation as he | ally; and that he shoutd also officiate in the organ- 


might have to make. and the motion was agreed to. |ization of the house. 


[t was perfectly proper that 


The chair was, on motion of Mr. King, of Ala- ihe should do this, so far asregarded the preparation 
bama, authorized to appoint the said committee, lof the roll and the call of members; and the stand- 


and Mr. 
appointed accordingly. 

On motion of Mr. Linn, the usual number of 
newspapers was ordered for the use of the senators. 


Wright and Mr. King, of Alabama, were |ing rule of the house provided that he should be 
clerk till a suecessor was appointed; but it was not 


proper that that officer should be compelled to resort 
to newspapers, as to who were or were not members. 


The senate then, on motion, proceeded to the | It was not proper, Mr. C. must say, that they, the 
election of the sergeant-at-arms and door keeper to | members eleet, should be organized under the pre- 
the senate; whereupon, Siephen Haight (late door- sidency of an individual not a member of their own 


keeper) was unanimously elected, at the first bal- | 
loting, sergeant-at-arms to the senate in room of ; 
the late sergeant, Mr. Shackford decease’; and at | 
the third balloting, Mr. Edward Wyer was ciceted 
(out of many candidates) door keeper in room ol 
Mr. Haight. And then the senate adiourned. 

Seplember 5. 
peared to-day and took his ‘seat. 

A message was received from the house of repre- 
sentatives, through Mr. Franklin, their clerk, an- 
nouncing to the senate that a quorum of the house 
had assembled, had elected a speaker, had concur- 
red with the resolution of the senate for appointing 
a committee to wait on the president of the United 
States, and had appointed a committee on their part. 

Mr. Wright, from the joint committee appointed 
to inform the president of the United States that a 
quorum of the two houses were assembled, and 
ready to proceed to business, reported that the com- 
mittee had performed the duty assigned them, and 
that the president had expre essed to them his inten- 
tion to communicate to the two houses, in writing, 
this day at 12 o’clock. 

A message was accordingly received from the 
P resident of the United States, by Mr. Van Buren, 
‘is private secretary, and was read by the secreta- 
ry; the reading occupying about an hour and a half. 

Mr. Wright moved the printing of 5,009 copies 
of the message, and 1,500 of the accompanying 
documents. 

Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, said he rose to second 
the motion of the senator from New York, (Mr. 
Wright), to print an extra number of copies ‘of the 
message. He should indeed have no objection to 
publishing double or triple the number proposed, if 
it were convenient to distribute them. He had ac- 





bedy. He did not say this out of any want of con- 
fidence in that officer, who, he was assured, would 


act in strict honor and good faith, but he desired to 


avail himself of that occasion to protest against the 
usage, andl to state that, but for the delicate cireum- 


i stances in relation to the parties now dividing that 
Mr. Allen, senator from Ohio, ap- | house and the country, be should have felt it his du- 


ty to move that the gentlemen there present be or- 
ganized, as they ought to be organized, under the 
presidency of one of their own number. Mr. C. 
added that he had merely made these explanations 
in order that, in due time, the“evil might be reme- 
died, and he ‘put several cases that might arise, as 
of one gentleman calling another to ‘order, who 
could decide that qr nestion? or suppose a question 
should arise in regard to the mode of electing the 
speaker; how conld it be arranged? or suppose, 
what actually took place in the 23d congress, that a 
question should arise as to whether a gentleman 
there present be or be not a member, how could it 
be decided by the present usavre? Mr. C. held these 
to be evils; and at the proper time, when no party 
question could be brought to bear upon it, he hoped 
to see it adjusted. Having made this explana- 
tion, he expressed himself ready to answer the call. 

Mr. Cushing having concluded his remarks, the 
clerk proceeded in calling the roll, and was at the 
point of calling ithe names of the members from 
Mississippi, when Mr. Mercer rose, and after refer- 
ring to the constitutional objections to the validity 
of the late election in that state, offered a resolution 
declaring that sufficient evidence had not been of- 
fered to show that Messrs. Claiborne and Gholson 
were entitled to their seats. 

This gave rise to a quite animated debate, of 
which some account will be given in our next, and 














tholson, Bynum, Rhett, 
Boon, Hamer, Wise, Williams, of North Carolina, 
Patton, Robertson, Reed, Thomas, Cushing, McKay, 
Leverett, Holsey, and Briggs took part. 

Mr. Mercer’s reselution was laid on the table by 
a vote of 131 to 5. 

The discussion turned chiefly on the manner in 
which the house should be organized, though the 
Mississippi election was occasionally adverted to. 
in the course of the debate it was proposed to elect 

chairman in place of the clerk, to preside until a 
speaker should be chosen, but this motion, as well 
as the original motion, was laid on the table by a 
large majority. 

The calling of the roll was then completed, when 
it appeared that 224 members had answered to their 
names. 

The house then proceeded, on motion of Mr. 
Petriken, to the election of a speaker. Messrs. 
Hamer, McKennan, and Jones, of Virginia, were 
appointed tellers; and, baving counted the ballots, 
reported the resalt as follows: 


‘Yotal number of votes. j - 224 
Necessary to a choice . ‘ 115 
For James K. Polk ‘ j . 36 

John Bell. . : i 103 


Scattering . 5 


So James K. Polk was declared to have been 
duly elected speaker. He was conducted to the 
chair by Messrs. Lawler and Owens, when he made 
a brief address of thanks, and was then sworn in by 
Mr. Lewis Williams, the senior member of the house 

The residue of the members were next sworn. 

The house then proceeded to ballot for a clerk, 
when Walter 8. Franklin received 146 votes, Samu- 
el Shock, of Pa. 48, and 15 votes were cast for other 
persons. 

So Walter S. Franklin was declared duly chosen 

cleric. 

The house, then, by resolution, re-clected Rode- 
rick Dorsey sergeant-at-arms, and Overton Carr 
doorkeeper, to the house 

A motion was then maile to ad lopt fer the govern- 
ment of the house the rules and orders of the last 
congress; to which Mr. .?dams moved an aimend- 
ment, which gave rise to debate. Without coming 
toa vote upon the subject, the house adjourned. 

September 5. The following members elect ap- 
peared, were qualified, and took their seats, viz: 

From South Carolina—Mr. Richardson. 

from Georgia—Mr. Cleveland, Mr. Glascock, 
and Mr. Dawson. 

From Louistane—Mr. Garland. 

And the following delerates from territories ap- 
peared, viz: from °F} lorida, Mr. Downing; from 
Wisconsin, Mr. Jones. 


Mr. Garland, of Va., from the joint committee 
appointed to wait on the president of the United 
States, reported that they had performed the duty 
assigned them, and that the president had informed 
them he would inake a communication to both 
houses of congress this day at 12 o’clock. 

Abraham Van Buren, private secretary of the 
president, then came in and presented a message 


from the president of the United States, whielt av: 23 
read at the clerk’s table, as follows: a 


Fellow oon of the senate, 
and house of representatives: 

The act ol he 23,1 of June, 1856, regulating the 
deposites of th®*public money, and directing the 
employment of state, district, and territorial banks 
for Mhat purpose, made it the duty of the secretary 
of the treasury to discontinue the use of such of 
them as should at any time refuse to redeem their 
notes in specie, and to substitute other banks, pro- 
vided a sufficient number could be obtained to re- 
ceive the public deposites upon the terms and con- 
ditions therein prescribed. The general and almost 
simultaneous suspension of specie payments by the 
banks in May last, rendered the performance of 
this duty imperative, in respect to those which had 
been selected under the act; and made it, at the 
same time, impracticable to employ the requisite 
number of others, upon the prescribed conditions. 
The specific regulations established by congress for 
the deposite and safe keeping of the public moneys, 
having thus unexpectedly become inoperative, I 
felt it to be my duty to afford you an early oppor- 
tunity for the exercise of your supervisory powers 
over the subject. 

I was also led to apprehend that the suspension 
of specie payments, increusing the embarrassments 
before existing in the peeuniary affairs of the coun- 
try, would so far diminish the public revenue, that 
the accruing receipts into the treasury would not, 
with the reserved five millions, be sullicient to de- 
fray the unavoidable expenses of the government, 
until the usual period for the meeting of congress; 
whilst the authority to call upon the states, for a 
portion of the sums deposited with them, was too 
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‘es ected to enable the department to realize a suf- 


fic it amount from that source. These apprehen- 
si j have been justified by subsequent results, 
w= :h render it certain that this deficiency will oc- 
c if additional means be not provided by con- 
+ 
. he difficulties experienced by the mercantile 
rest, in meeting their engagements, induced 
.n to apply to me, previously to the actual sus- 
ision Of specie payments, for indulgence upon 
ir bonds for duties; and all the relief authorized 
law was promptly and cheerfully granted. The 
yendence of the treasury upon the avails of 
se bonds, to enable it to make the deposites with 
+ states required by law, led me in the outset to 
iit this indulgence to the first of September, but 
aas since been extended to the first of October, 
at the matter night be submitted to your further 
rection. 

Questions were also expected to arise in the re- 
‘ss in respect to the October instalment of those 
ueposites, requiring the interposition of congress. 

A provision of another act, passed about the 
same time, and intended to secure a faithful com- 
plianee with the obligation of the United States, 
to satisfy all demands upon them in specie or its 
equivalent, prohibited the offer of any bank note, 
not convertible on the spot into gold or silver at the 
will of the holder; and the ability of the govern- 
ment, with millions on deposite, to meet its engage- 
ments in the manner thus required by law, was 
rendered very doubtful by the event to which I 
have referred, 

Sensible that adequate provisions for these un- 
expected exigencies conld only be made by con- 
gress; convinced that some of them would be in- 
dispensably necessary to the public service, before 
the regular period of your meeting; and desirous 
also to enable you to exercise, at the earliest mo- 
ment, your full constitutional powers for the relief 
of the country, I could not, with propriety, avoid 
subjecting you to the inconvenience of assembling 
at as early a day as the state of the popular repre- 
sentation would permit. [ am sure that I have 
done but justice to your feelings, in believing that 
this inconvenience will be cheerfully encountered, 
in the hope of rendering your meeting conducive to 
the good of the country. 

During the earlier stages of the revulsion through 
which we have just passed, much acrimonious dis- 
cussion arose, and great diversity of opinion exist- 
ed, as to its real causes. This was not surprising. 
‘Lhe operations of credit are so diversified, and the 
influences which affect them so numerous, and 
often so subtle, that even impartial and well in- 
formed persons are seldom found to agree in respect 
to them. To inherent diiliculties were also added 
other tendencies, which were by no means favora- 
ble to the discovery of truth. It was hardly to be 
expected, that those who disapproved the policy of 
the government in relation to the currency, would, 
in the excited state of public feeling produced by 
the occasion, fail to attribute to that policy any ex- 
tensive embarrassment in the monetary affairs of 
the country. The matter thus became connected 
with the passions and conflicts of party; opinions 
were more or less affected by political considera- 
tions; and dilferences were prolonged whith might 
otherwise have been determined by gh appeal to 
facts, by the exercise of reason, or'®y mutual con- 
cession. It is, however, a cheering reflection, that 
circumstances of this nature cannot prevent a cém- 
munity so intelligent as ours, from ultimately arriv- 
ing at correct conclusions. Encouraged by the 
firm belief of this truth, I proceed to state my 
views, so far as may be necessary to a clear under- 
standing of the remedies I feel it my duty to pro- 
pose, and of the reasons by which I have been led 
to recommend them. 

The history of trade in the United States for the 
last three or four years, affords the most convincing 
evidence that our present condition is chiefly to be 
attributed to over-action in all the departments of 
business; an over-action deriving, perhaps, its first 
iinpulses from antecedent cansés, but stimulated to 
its destructive consequences by excessive issues of 
bank paper, and by other facilities for the acquisi- 
tion and enlargement of credit. At the commence- 
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seven millions. To this vast increase are to be 
added the many millions of credit, acquired by 
means of foreign loans, contracted by the states and 
state institutions, and, above all, by the lavish ac- 
commodations extended by foreign dealers to our 
merchants. 

The consequences of this redundancy of credit, 
and of the spirit of reckless speculation engendered 
by it, were a foreign debt contracted by our citi- 
zens, estimated in March last at more than thirty 
millions of dollars; the extension to traders in the 
interior of our country of credits for supplies, 
greatly beyond the wants of the people; the invest- 
inent of thirty-nine and a half millions of dollars 
in unproductive public lands, in the years 1835 and 
1836, whilstin the preceding year the sales amount- 
ed to only four and a half millions; the creation of 
debts, to an almost countless amount, for real es- 
tate in existing or anticipated cities and villages, 
equally unproductive, and at prices now seen to 
have been greatly disproportionate to their real 
value; the expenditure of immense sums in im- 
provements which, in many cases, have been found 
to be rninously improvident; the diversion to other 
pursuits of much of the labor that should have been 
applied to agriculture, thereby contributing to the 
expenditure of large sums in the importation of 
grain from Europe—an expenditure which, amount- 
ing in 1834 to about two hundred and fifty thousand 
dollars, was, in the first two quarters of the present 
year, increased to more than two millions of dollars; 
and, finally, without enumerating other injurious 
results, the rapid growth among all classes, and es- 
pecially in our great commercial towns, of luxuri- 
ous habits, founded too often on merely fancied 
wealth, and detrimental alike to the industry, the 
resources, and the morals of our people. ; 

It was so impossible that such a state of things 
could long continue, that the prospect of revulsion 
was present to the minds of considerate men be- 
fore it actually came. None, however, had cor- 
rectly anticipated its severity. A coneurrence of 
circuinstances inadequate of themselves to produce 
such wide-spread and calamitous embarrassments, 
tended so greatly to aggravate them, that they can- 
not be overlooked in considering their history. 
Among these may be mentioned, as most promi- 
nent, the great loss of capital sustained by our 
commercial emporium in the fire of December, 
1835—a loss, the effects of which were underrated 
at the time, because postponed for a season by the 
great facilities of credit then existing; the disturb- 
ing effects, in our commercial cities, of the trans- 
fers of the public moneys required by the deposite 
law of June, 1836; and the measures adopted by the 
foreign creditors of our merchants to reduce their 
debts, and to withdraw from the United States a 
large portion of onr specie. 

liowever unwilling any of our citizens may here- 
tofore have been to assign to these causes the chief 
instrumentality in producing the present state of 
things, the developments subsequently made, and 
the actual condition of other commercial countries, 
must, as it seems to me, dispel all remaining doubts 
pon the subject. It has since appeared that evils, 
similar to those suffered by ourselves, have been ex- 
perienced in Great Britain, on the continent, and, 
indeed, throughout the commercial world; and that 
in other countries, as well as in our own, they have 
been uniformly preceded by an undue enlargement 
of the boundaries of trade, prompted, as with us, 
by unprecedented expansions of the systems of 
credit. A reference to the amount of banking eca- 
pital, and the issues of paper credits put in ciren- 
lation in Great Britain, by banks, and in other 
ways, during the years 1834, 1835, and 1836, will 
show an augmentation of the paper currency there, 
as much disproportioned to the real wants of trade 
as in the United States. With this redundancy of 
the paper currency, there arose in that country also 
a spirit of adventurous speculation, embracing the 
whole range of human enterprise. Aid was pro- 
fusely given to projected improvements; large in- 
vestinents were made in foreign stocks and loans: 
credits for goods were granted with unbounded li- 
berality to merchants in foreign countries; and all 
the means of acquiring and employing credit were 
put in active operation, and extended in their ef- 








ment of the year 1834, the banking capital of the 
United States, including that of the national bank | 
then existing, amounted to about two hundred mil- | 
lions of dollars; the bank notes then in circulation | 
to about ninety-five millions; and the loans and dis- 
counts of the banks to three hundred and twenty- 
four millions. Between that time and the first of 
January, 1836, being the latest period to which ac- 
curate accounts have been received, our banking 
capital was increased to more than two hundred and | 
fifty-one millions; our paper cireulation to more | 
than one hundred and forty millions, and the loans 
and discounts to more than four hundred and filty- 





fects to every department of business, and to every 
quarter of the globe. The reaction was propor- 
tioned in its violence to the extraordinary character 
of the events which preceded it. The commercial 
community of Great Britain were subjected to the 
greatest difficulties, and their debtors in this country 
were not only suddenly deprived of accustomed and 
expected credits, but called upon for payments, 


‘which, in the actual posture of things here, could 


only be made through a general pressure, and at the 
most ruinous sacrifices. 
In view of these facts, it would seem impossible 


tion, that the causes of the revulsion in both coun- 
tries have been substantially the same. Two 
nations, the most commercial in the world, enjoy- 
ing but recently the highest degree of apparent 
prosperity, and maintaining with each other the 
closest relations, are suddenly, in a time of profound 
peace, and without any great national disaster, 
arrested in their career, and plunged into a state of 
embarrassinent and distress. In both countries we 
have witnessed the sime redundancy of paper 
money, and other facilities of credit; the same spirit 
of speculation; the same partial successes; the same 
difficulties and reverses; and, at length, nearly the 
same overwhelming catastrophe. The most mate- 
rial difference between the results in the two coun- 
tries has only been, that with us there has also oc- 
curred an extensive derangement in the fiscal affairs 
of the federal and state governments, occasioned by 
the suspension of specie payments by the banks. 

The history of these causes and effects, in Great 
Britain and the United States, is substantially the 
history of the revulsion in all other commercial 
countries. 

The present and visible effects of these cireum- 
stances on the operations of the government, and 
on the industry of the people, point out the objects 
which call for your immediate attention. 

They are—to regulate by law the safe keeping, 
transfer, and disbursement, of the public moneys; 
to designate the funds to be received and paid by 
the government; to enable the treasury to meet 
promptly evcry demand upon it; to prescribe the 
terms of indulgence, and the mode of settlement to 
be adopted, as well in collecting from individuals 
the revenue that has accrued, as in withdrawing it 
from former depositories, and to devise and adopt 
such further measures, within the constitutional 
competency of congress, as will be best calculated 
to revive the enterprise and to promote the pros- 
perity of the country. 


For the deposite, transfer, and disbursement, of 


the revenue, nationa#~and state banks have always, 
with temporary and limited exceptions, been here- 
tofore employed; but, although advocates of each 
syste:n are still to be found, it is apparent that the 
events of the last few months liave greatly aug- 
mented the desire, long existing among the people 
of the United States, to separate the fiscal operations 
ofthe government from those of individuals or cor- 
porations. 

Again, to create a national hank, as a fiscal agent, 
would be to disregard the popular will, twice solemn- 
ly and unequivocally expressed. On no question 
of domestic policy is there stronger evidence that 
the sentiments of a large majority are deliberately 
fixed; and I cannot concur with those who think 
they see, in recent events, a proof that these senti- 
ments are, or a reason that they should be, changed. 


Events, similar in their origin and character, have 
heretofore frequently occurred, without producing 
any such change; and the lessons of experience 
must be forgotten, if we suppose that the present 
overthrow of credit would have been prevented by 
the existence of a national bank. Proneness to ex- 
cessive issues has ever been the vice of the banking 
system ; a vice as prominent in national as in state 
institutions. This propensity is as subservient to 
the advancement of private interests in the one as 
in the other; and those who direct them both, being 
principally guided by the same views, and inftu- 
enced by the same motives, will be equally ready 
to stimulate extravagance of enterprise by improvi- 
dence of credit. How strikingly is this conclusion 
sustained by experience. The bank of the United 
States, with the vast powers conferred on it by 
congress, did not or could not prevent former and 
similar embarrassments; nor has the still greater 
strength it has been said to possess, under its pre- 
sent charter, enabled it, in the existing emergency, 
to check other institutions, or even to save itself. 
[In Great Britain, where, it has been seen, the same 
causes have been attended with the same effects, a 
national bank, possessing powers far greater than 
are asked for by the warmest advocates of such an 
institution here, has also proved unable to prevent 
an undue expansion of credit, and the evils that 
flow from. it. Nor can I find any tenable ground 
for the re-establishment of a national bank, in the 
derangement alleged at present to exist in the do- 
mestic exchanges of the country, orin the facilities 
it may be capable of affording them. Although 
advantages of this sort were anticipated when the 
first bank of the United States was created, they 
were regarded as an incidental accommodation; not 
one which the federal government was bound, or 
could be called npon, to furnish. This accommo- 
dation is now, indeed, after the lapse of not many 
years, demanded from it as among its first duties; 
and an omission to aid and regulate commercial 





for sincere inqnirers after truth to resist the convic- 


exchange, is treated as a ground of lond and serious 
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complaint. Such results only serve to exemplify 
the constant desire, among some of our citizens, to 
enlarge the powers of the government, and extend 
its control to subjects with which it should not in- 
terfere. They can never justify the creation of an 
institution to promote such objects. On the con- 
trary, they justly excite among the community a 
more diligent inquiry into the character of those 
operations of trade, towards which it is desired to 
extend such peculiar favors. 

The various transactions which bear the name of 
domestic exchanges, differ essentially in their na- 
ture, operation, and utility. One class of them 
consists of bills of exchange, drawn for the purpose 
of transferring actual capital from one part of the 
country to another, or to anticipate the Pa yties of 
property actually transmitted. Bills of this descrip- 
tion are highly useful in the movements of trade, 
and well deserve all the encouragement which can 
rightfully be given to them. Another class is made 
up of bills of exchange, not drawn to transfer actual 
capital, nor on the credit of property transmitted, 
but to create fictitious capital, partaking at once of 
the character of notes discounted in bank, and of 
bank notes in circulation, and swelling the mass of 

aper credits to a vast extent in the most objectiona- 

le manner. These bills have formed, for the last 
few years, a large proportion of what are termed 
the domestic exchanges of the country, serving as 
the means of usurious profit, and constituting the 
most unsafe an. precarious paper in circulation. 
This species of traffic, instead of being upheld, 
ought to be discountenanced by the government 
and the people. 

In transferring its funds from place to place, the 
government is on the same footing with the private 
citizen, and may resort to the same legal means. 
It may do so through the medium of bills drawn by | 
itself, or purchased from others; and in these opera- 
tions it may, in a manner undoubtedly constitution- 
al and legitimate, facilitate and assist exchanges 
of individuals founded on real transactions of trade. | 

The extent to which this may be done, and the 
best means of effecting it, are entitled to the fullest 
consideration. This has been bestowed by the sec- | 
retary of the treasury, and his views will be sub- 
mitted to you in his report. 

But it was not designed by the constitution that 
the government should assume the management of| 
domestic or foreign exchange. Itis indeed autho- 
rized to regulate by law the commerce between the 
states, and to provide a general standard of value, | 
or medium of exchange, in gold and silver; but it | 
is not its province to aid individuals in the transfer | 
of their funds, otherwise than through the facilities | 
afiorded by the post office department. As justly | 
might itbe called on to provide for the transporta- | 
tion of their merchandise. These are opcrations 
of trade. They ought to be conducted by those) 
who are interested in them, in the saine manner | 
that the incidental difficulties of other pursuits are | 
encountered by otherclasses of citizens. Such aid | 
has not been deemed necessary in other countries. 
Throughout Europe the domestic as well as the 
foreign exchangesare carried on by private honses, 
often, if not generally, without the assistance of 
banks. Yet they extend throughout distinct sover- 
eignties, and far excced in amonnt the real ex- 
changes of the United States. There is no reason 
why ourown may not be conducted in the same 
manner, with equal cheapness and safety. Cer- 
tainly this might be accomplished, if it were favor- 
ed by those most deeply interested; and few can 
doubt that their own interest, as wellas the general 
welfare of the country, would be promoted by leav- 
ing sucha snbject in the hands of those to whom 
it properly belongs. A system founded on private 
interest, enterprise and competition, without the 
aid of legislative grants or regulations by law, 
would rapidly prosper; it would be free from the 
infleence of political agitation, and extend the same 
exemption to trade itself; and it would pnt an end 
to those complaints of neglect, partiality, injustice, 
and oppression, which are the unavoidable results 
of interference by the government, in the proper 
concerns of individuals. All former attempts on 
the part of the government to carry its legislation, 
in this respect, further than was designed by the 
constitution, have in the end proved injurious, and 
have served only to convince the great body of the 
people, more and more, of the certain dangers of 
blending private interests with the operations of| 
public business; and there is no reason to sup- 
pose that a repetition of them now would be more 
suecessful. 

It cannot be concealed that there exists, in our 
community, opinionsand feelings on this subject in 
direct opposition to each other. A large portion of 
them, combining great intelligence, activity, and 
influence, areno doubt sincere in their belief that 
the operations of trade ought to be assisted by such 
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‘tion, that the re-establishment of such a bank, in 
/any form, whilst it would not accomplish the bene- 


'and distribution of the revenue, at all times partial- 


The connection thus repeatedly attempted, proved 


'st-ges the ineasure was eminently successful, not- 


| deposite law became payable, their own embarrass- 


| increased the eeneral distress, and contributed, with | 


a connection; they regard a national bank as neces- 
sary for this purpose, and they are disinclined to 
every measure that does not tend, sooner or later, 
to the establishment of such an institution. On the | 
other hand, a majority of the people are believed 
to be irreconcilably opposed to that measure: they 
consider such a concentration of power dangerous 
totheir liberties; and many of them regard it as a 
violation of the constitution. This collision of 
opinion has, doubtless, caused much of the embar- 
rassment to which the commercial transactions of 
the country have lately beenexposed. Banking has 
become a political topic of the highest interest, and 
trade has suifered in the conflict of parties. A 
speedy termination of this state of things, however 
desirable, is scarcely to be expected. We have 
seen for nearly half acentury, that those who advo- 
cate a national bank, by whatever motive they may 
be influenced, constitute a portion of our commu- 
nity too numerous to allow us to hope for an early 
abandonment of their favorite plan. On the other 
hand, they must indeed form an erroneous estimate 
of the intelligence and temper of the American peo- 
ple, who suppose that they have continued, on 
slight or insufficient grounds, their persevering op- 
position to such an institution; or that they can be 
induced by pecuniary pressure or by any other 
combination of circumstances, tq surrender prin- 
ciples they have so long and so inflexibly main- 
tained. 

My own views of the subject are unchanged. 
They have been repeatedly and unreservedly an- 
nounced to iny fellow citizens; who, with full know- 
ledge of them, conferred upon me the two highest 
offices of the government. On the last of these oc- 
casions, I felt it due tothe people to apprize them 
distinctly, that, inthe eventof my election, I would 
not be able to co-operate in the re-establishment of 
a national bank. ‘To these sentiments, I have now 
only to add the expression of an increased convic- 











ficial purpose promised by its advocates, would im- 
pair the rightful supremacy of the popular will; 
injure the character and diminish the influence of 
our political system; and bring once more into ex- 
istence a concentrated moneyed power, hostile to 
the spirit, and threatening the permanency, of our 
republican institutions, 

Local banks have been employed for the deposite | 


ly, and, on three different occasions, exclusively ; 
first, anterior to the establishment of the first bank 
of the United States; secondly, in the interval be- 
tween the termination of that institution and the 
charter of its suecessor; and, thirdly, during the 
limited period which has now so abruptly closed. 


unsatisfactory on each successive occasion, not- 
withstanding the various measures which were 
adopted to facilitate or insure itssuecess. On the | 
last occasion, inthe year 1833, the employment of 
the state banks was guarded especially in every 
way which experience and caution could suggest. 
Personal security was required for the safe-keeping 
and promnt payment of the moneys to be received, 
and full returns of their condition were, from time 
to time, to be made by the depositories. In the first 


withstanding the violent opposition of the bank of 
the United States, and the unceasing efforts made 
to overthrow it. The selected banks performed 
with fidelity, and without any embarrassment to 
themselves or to the community, their engagements 
to the government, and the system promised to be 
permanently useful. But when it became necessa- 
ry, under the act of June, 1836, to withdraw from 
them the public money, for the purpose of placing 
it in additional institutions, or of transferring it to 
the states, they found it, in many cases, inconvenient 
to comply with the demands of the treasury, and 
numerous and pressing applications were made for 
indulgence or relief. As the instalments under the 


ments, and the necessity under which they lay of 


























curtailing their discounts and calling in their debts. 


other causes, to hasten the revulsion in which, at} 
length, thev, in common with the other banks, were 
fatally involved. 

Under these cirenmstances, it becomes our solemn | 
duty to inquire whether there are not, in any con- 
nection between the government and banks of issue, 
evils of great magnitude, inherent in ifs very na- 
lure, and against which no precautions can effectu- | 
ally cnard. 

Unforeseen in the organization of the govern- 
ment. and forced on the treasury by early necessi- 
ties, the practice of employing banks, was, in truth, 
froin the beginning, more a measure cf emergency 
than of sound policy. When we started into exist- | 





13 
ence as a nation, in addition to the burdens the 
new government, we assumed all the large bi ino- 
norable load of debt which was the price of c _li- 
berty; but we hesitated to weigh down the ji ant 
industry of the country by resorting to ade ite 
taxation for the necessary revenue. The fac «s 
of banks, in return for the privileges they aeqt —d, 


were promptly offered, and perhaps too readil_ re- 
ceived, by anembarrassed treasury. Duringthe i¢ 
continuance of a national debt, and the interve iv 
difficulties of a foreign war, the connection 5 
continued from motives of convenience; but ti e 


causes have long since passed away. We have 


oO 
emergencies that make banks necessary toaid ; 
wants of the treasury; we have no load of natio | 
debt to provide for, and we have on actual depos: 


a large surplus. No public interest, therefore, n ~ 
requires the renewal of a connection that circu, 
stances have dissolved. Thecomplete organizati 
of our government, the abundance of our resourc: 
the general harmony which prevails between t! 
different states, and with foreign powers, all enab 
us now to select the system most consistent wit 
the constitution, and most conducive to the public 
welfare. Should we, then, connect the treasury for 
a fourth time with the local banks, it can only b 
under a conviction that past failures have arisen 
from accidental, not inherent defects. 

A danger, difficult, if not impossible, to be avoid- 
ed in such an arrangement, is made strikingly evi- 
dent in the very event by which it has now been 
defeated. A suddenact of the banks entrustea ith 
the funds of the people, deprives the treasury, wii '- 
out fault or agency of the government, of the abilit, 
to pay its creditors in the currency they have by 
law a rightto demand. This circumstance no fluc- 
tuation of commerce could have produced, if the 
public revenue had been collected in the legal eur- 
rency and kept in that form by the officers of the 
treasury. The citizen whose money was in bank 
receives it back, since the suspension, at a sacrifice 
in its arnount; whilst he who kept it in the legal 
currency of the country, and in his own possession, 
pursues, without loss, the current of his business. 
The government, placed in the situation of the for- 
mer, Is involved in embarrassments it could not have 
suffered had it pursued the course of the latter. 
These embarrassments are, mereover, augmented 
by those salutary and just laws which forbid it to 
use a depreciated currency, and, by so doing, take 
from the government the ability which individuals 
have of accommodating their transactions to such a 
catastrophe. 

A system which can, in atime of profound peace, 
when there is a large revenne laid by, thus sudden- 
ly prevent-the application and the use of the money 
of the people, in the manner, and for the objecis 
they have directed, cannot be wise; but who can 
think, without painful reflection, that, under it, the 
same unforeseen events might have befallen us in 
the midst of a war, and taken from us, at the mo- 
ment when most wanted, the use of those very 
means which were treasured up to promote the na- 
tional welfare and guard our national rights? To 
such embarrassments and to such dangers will this 
government be always exposed, whilst it takes the 
moneys raised for, and necessary to, the public ser- 
vice, out of the hands of its own officers, and con- 
verts thein into a mere right of action against cor- 
porations entrusted with the possession of ther. 
Nor can such results be effectually guarded against 
in such a system, without investing the executive 
with a control over the banks themselves, whether 
state or national, that might with reason be objected 
to. Ours is, probably, the only government in the 
world that is liable, in the management of its fiscal 
concerns, to occurrences like these. But this im- 
minent risk is not the only danger attendant on the 
surrender of the public money to the custody and 
control of loeal corporations. Though the ebject 
is aid to the treasury, its effect may be to introduce 
into the operations of the government, influences the 
most subtle, founded on interests the most selfish. 

The use by the banks, for their own benefit, of 
the money deposited with them, has received the 
sanction of the government from the commence- 
ment of thisconnection. The money received from 
the people, instead of being kept till it is needed for 
their use, is, in consequence of this authority, a 


fund, on which discounts are made for the profit of 


those who happen to be owners of stock in the 
banks selected as depositories. The supposed and 
often exaggerated advantages of such a boon will 


always cause it to be sought for with avidity, Twill 


not stop to consider on whom the patronage inci- 
dent to it is to be conferred; whether the selection 
and control be trusted to concress or to the execn- 
tive, either will be subjected to appeals mace ia 
every form which the sagacity of interest can sng. 
gest. The banks, under such a system, are stimu- 


lated to make the most of their fortunate acquisition; 
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the deposiies are treated as an increase of capital; 
Joans and circulation are rashly augmented, and, 
when the public exigencies require a return, it is 
attended with embarrassineats not provided for, nor 
forescen. ‘Thus banks that thought themselves most 


. . . 5 . 
fortunate when the public funds were received, find 


themselves most embarrassed when the season of 


payment suddenly arrives. 

Unfortunately, too, the evils of the system are 
not limited to the banks. It stimulates a general 
rashness of enterprise, and aggravates the fluctua- 
tions of commerce and the currency. ‘This result 
was strikingly exhibited during the operations of the 


late deposite system, and especially in the pur- / 


chases of publiclands. ‘The order which ultimately 
directed the payment of gold and silver in such per- 
chases, greatly checked, but could not altogether 
prevent the evil. Specie was indeed more difficult 
to be procured than the notes which the banks 
could themselves ereate at pleasure; but still being 
obtained from them as a loan, and returned asa 
deposite, which they were again at liberty to use, it 
oie passed round the circle with diminished 3peed. 
This operation could not have been performed, had 
the funds of the government gone into the treasury, 
to be regularly disbursed, and not into banks, to be 
loaned out for their own profit, while they were 
permitted to substitute for it a credit in account. 

In expressing these sentiments, I desire not to 
undervalue the benefits of a salutary credit to any 
branch of enterprise. The credit bestowed on pro- 
bity and industry is the just reward of merit, and an 
honorable incentive to further acquisition. None 
oppose it who love their country and understand its 
welfare. But when it is unduly encouraged—when 
it is made to inflame the public mind with the 
temptations of sudden and unsubstantial wealth— 
when it turns industry into paths that lead sooner 
or later to disappointinent and distress—it becomes 
liable to censure, and needs correction. far from 
helping probity and industry, the ruin to which it 
leads falls most severely on the great laboring classes, 
who are thrown suddenly out of employment, and 
by the failure of magnificent schemes never intend- 
ed to enrich them, are deprived in a moment of their 
only resource. Abuses of credit and excesses in 
speculation will happen in despite of the mest salu- 
tary laws; no government perhaps can altogether 
prevent them; but surely every governinent can re- 
train from contributing the stimulus that calls them 
into life. 

Since, therefore, experience has shown, that to 
lend the public inoney to the lecal banks, is ha- 
gardous to the operations of the government, at 
least of doubiful benefit to the institutions them- 
selves, and productive of disastrous derangement in 
the business and currency of the country, is it the 
part of wisdom again to renew the connection? 

It is true that such an agency is in many respects 
convenient to the treasury, but it is not indispensa- 
ble. A limitation of the expenses of the govern. 
ment to its actual wants, and of the revenue to 
those expenses, with 
prompt application to the purposes for which it was 
raised, are the objects which we should seek to ac- 
complish. The collection, safe-keeping, transfer 
and disbursement of the public money, can, itis be- 
lieved, be well managed by officers of the govern- 
ment. Its collection, and, to a great extent, its dis- 
bursement also, have indeed been hitherto eonduct- 
ed solely by thein; neither national nor state banks 
when employed, being required to do more than 
keep it safely while in their custody, and trausfer 
and pay it in such portions and at such times as the 
treasury shall direct. 

Surely banks are not more able than the govern- 
inent to secure the money in their possession against 
accident, violence, or fraud. The assertion that 
they are so, must assume that a vaultin a bank is 
stronger than a vault in the treasury; and that di- 
rectors, cashiers, and clerks, not selected by the 
government, nor under its control, are more worthy 
of confidence than officers selected from the people 
and responsible to the government; officers bound 
by official oaths and bonds for a faithiul pertorm- 
ance of their duties, and constantly subject to the 
supervision of congress. 

The difficulties oftrausfer, and the aid heretofore 
rendered by banks, have been less than is usually 
eupposed. ‘The actual accounts show that by far 
the jarger portion of payments is made within 
short or convenient distances from the places of col- 
jection; and the whole number of warrants issued 
at the treasury in the year 1834—a year, the results 
of which will it is believed afford a safe test for the 
future—fell short of five thousand, or an average of 
less than one daily for each state; in the city of N. 
York they did not average more than two a day, and 
at the city of Washington only four. 

The difficulties heretofore existing are, moreover, 
daily lessened by an increase in the cheapness and 
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facility of communication; and it may be asserted 
with confidence, that the necessary transiers, as well 
as the safe-keeping and disbursements of the public 
moneys, can be with safety and convenience ac- 
complished through the agencies of treasury offi- 
cers. ‘This opinion has been, in some degree, con- 
firmed by actual experience since the discontinu- 
ance of the banks as fiscal agents, in May last; a 
period which, from the embarrassments in commer- 
cial intercourse, presented obstacles as great as any 
that may be hereafter apprehended. 

The manner of keeping the public money since 
that period, is fully stated in the report of the se- 
cretary of the treasury. That officer also suggests 
ihe propriety of assigning, by law, certain addition- 
al duties to existing establishments and officers, 
which, with the modifications and safeguards refer- 
red to by him, will, he thinks, enable the depart- 
ment to continue to perform this branch of the pub- 
lic service, without any material addition either to 
their number or to the present expense. ‘I'he ex- 
tent of the business to be transacted has already 
been stated; and in respect to the amount of money 
with which the officers employed would be entrust- 
ed at any one time, it appears that, assuming a ba- 
lance of five millions to be at all times kept in the 
treasury, and the whole of it left in the hands of 
the collectors and receivers, the prepertion of each 
would not exceed an average of thirty thousand 
dollars; but that, deducting one million for the use 
of the mint, and assuming the remsining four mil- 
lions to be in the hands of one-half of the present 
number of officers-——a supposition deemed more 
likely to correspond with the fact—the sum in the 
hands of each would stijl be less than the amount 
of most of the bonds now taken from the reccivers 
of public money. Every apprehension, however, 
on the subject, either in respect to the safety of the 
inoney, or the faithful discharge of these fiscal 
transactions, may, it apnears to me, be efiectually 
removed by adding to the present ineans of the 
treasury the establishinent by law, at a iew impor- 
tant points, of offices for the deposite and disburse- 
ment of such portions of the public revenue as ean- 
not, with obvious safety and convenience, be left in 
the possession of the collecting officers until paid 
over by them to the public creditors. Neither the 
amounts retained in their hands, nor those deposit- 
ed in the offices, would, in an ordinary condition of 
the revenue, be larger in most cases than those 
often under the control of disbursing officers of the 
army and navy, and might be made entirely safe, 
by requiring such securities, and exercising such 
controliing supervision, as congress may by law 
prescribe. The principal officers whose appoint- 
ments weuld become necessary under this plan, 
taking the largest number suezgested by the secreta- 
ry of the treasury, would not exceed ten; nor the | 
additicnal expenses, at the same estimate, sixty 
thousand dollars a year. 

There can be no doubt of the obligation of those 
who are entrusted with the affairs of government, 
to conduct them with as little cost to the nation as 
is consistent with the public interest; and it is for 
coneress, and ullimately for the peopiec, to decide 
whether the benefits to be derived from keeping 
our fiscal concerns apart, and severing the connec- 
tion which has hitherto existed between the go- 
vernment and banks, offer sufficient advantages to 
If the object to be 





accomplished is deemed important to the future | 
welfare of the country, I cannot allow myscif to 
believe that the addition to the public expenditure 
of comparatively so small an amount as will be ne- 
cessary to effect it, will be objected to by the peo- 


ple. 


It will be seen by the report of the postmaster 
reneral, herewith communicated, that the fiscal af- 
fairs of that department have been successfully | 
conducted since May last upon the principle of 


dealing only in the legal enrrency of the United 
States, and that it needs no legislation to maintain 
its credit, and facilitate the management of its - 
its credit, and facilitate the management of its con 
cerns; the existing laws being, in the opinion of 
that officer, aisple for those objects. 


Dilliculties will deubtiess be encountered for a 





season, and increased services required from the 
public funetionaries; such are usually incident to 
the commencement of every system, but they will 
be greatly lessened in the progress of its operations. 

The power and influence supposed to be con- 
nected with the custody and disbursement of the 
public money, are topies on which the public mind 
is naturally and, with great propriety, peculiarly 
sensitive. Much has been said on them, in refer- 
ence to the proposed separation of the government 
from the banking institutions; and surely no one 
can object fo any appeals or animadversions on the 
subject, which are consistent with facts, and evince 
a proper respect for the intelligence of the people. 





If a chief magistrate may be allowed to speak for 
himself, on such a point, I can truly say, that to 
me nothing would be more acceptable, than the 
withdrawal from the executive, to the greatest 
practicable extent, of all concern in the custody 
and disbursement of the public revenue; not that f{ 
would shrink from any responsibility cast upon me 
by the duties of my office, but because it is my firm 
belief, that ifs capacity for usefulness is in no de- 
gree promoted by the possession cf any patronage 
not actually necessary to the performance of those 
duties. But under our present form of govern- 
ment, the intervention of the executive officers in 
the custody and disbursement of the public insney 
seems to be unavoidable; and before it can be ad- 
mitted that the influence and power of the executive 
would be increased by dispensing with the agency 
of banks, the nature of that intervention in such an 
agency must be carefully regarded, and a coimpari- 
son must be instituted between its extent In the two 
cases. 

The revenue can only be collected by officers ap- 
pointed by the president, with the advice and con- 
sent of the senate. ‘The public moneys, in the first 
instance, must, therefore, in all cases, pass througis 
hands selected by the executive. Other offices ap- 
pointed in the same way, or, as in some cases, by 
the president alune, must also be entrusted with 
them when drawn for the purpose of disburseinent. 
It is thus seen that, even when banks are einployed, 
the public funds must twice pass through the hands 
of executive officers. Besides this, the head of the 
treasury department, who also holds his office at 
the pleasure of the president, and some other offi- 
cers of the same department, must necessarily be 
invested with more or less power in the selection, 
continuance, and supervision, of the banks that may 
be employed. ‘The question is then narrowed to 
the single point, whether, in the intermediate stage 
between the collection and disbursement of the 
public money, the agency of banks is necessary to 
avoid a dangerous extension of the patronage an] 
influence of the execuiive? But is it clear that the 
connection of the executive with powerful money- 
ed institutions, capable of ministering to the inter- 
ests of men in points where they are most acces- 
sible to corruption, is less liable to abuse, than his 
constitutional agency in the appointment and con- 
trol of the few public officers required by the pro- 
posed plan? Will the public money, when in their 
hands, be necessarily exposed to any improper in- 
terlerence on the part of the executive? Mey it 
not be hoped that a prudent fear of public jealousy 
and disapprobation, in a matter so peculiarly expos- 
ed to them, will deter him from any such interfe- 
rence, even if higher motives be found inoperative? 


May not congress so regulate, by law, the duty of 


those officers, and subject it to such supervision 
and publicity as to prevent the possibility of any 
serious abuse on the part of the executive? and is 
there equal room for such supervision and publicity 
in a connection with banks, acting under ihe shield 
of corporate imimunitics, and conducted by persons 
irresponsible to the government and the people? It 
is believed that a consideraie and candid investiga- 
tion of these questions will resultin the conviction, 
that the proposed plan is far Jess liable to cbiection, 
on the score of executive patronage and control, 
than any bank agency that has been, or can be, de- 
vised. 

With these views, I leave to congress the mea- 
sures necessary to regulate, in the present emer- 
gency, the safe-keeping and transfer of the public 
moneys. Inthe perforinance of constitutional duty, 


I have stated to them, without reserve, the result of 


my own reflections. The subject is of great im- 
portance; and one on which we can scarcely expect 
to be as united in sentiment as we are in interest. 
It deserves a full and free discussion, and cannot 
fail to be benefited by a dispassionate comparison 
of opinions. 
reciprocal concession among the co-ordinate bran- 
ches of the government, I can promise a reason- 
able spirit of co-operation, so far as it can be indulg- 
ed in without the surrender of constitutional objec- 
tions, which I believe to be well founded. Any 
system that may be adopied should be subjected to 
the fullest legal provision, so as to leave nothing to 
the exeeutive but what is necessary to the dis- 
charge of the duties impused on him; and whatever 
plan may be ultimately established, my own part 
shall be so discharged as to give to it a fair trial, 
and the best prospect of sticcess. 

The character of the funds to be received and 
disbursed in the transactions of the government, 
likewise demands your 
tion. 

There can be no doubt that those who framed 
and adopted the consiitation, having in immediate 


most careful considera- 


view the depreciated paper of the confederacy—of 


which five hundred dollars in paper were, at timesy 


Well aware myself of the duty of 
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only equal to one dollar in coin—intended to pre- 
vent the recurrence of similar evils, so far at least 
as related to the transactions of the new govern- 
ment. They gave to congress express powers to 
coin money, and to regulate the value thereof, and 
of foreign coin; they refused to give it power te 
establish corporations—the agents, then as now, 
chiefly employed to create a paper currency; they 
prohibited the states from making any thing but 
gold and silver a legal tender in payment of debts; 
and the first congress directed, by positive law, that 
the revenue should be received in nothing but gold 
and silver. 


Public exigency at the outset of the government, 


without direct legislative authority, led to the use of 


banks as fiscal aids to the treasury. In admitted 
deviation froin the law, at the same period, and un- 
der the same exigency, thesecretary of the treasury 
received thcir notes in payment of duties. The 
sole ground on which the practice, thus commenc- 
ed, was then, or has since, been justified, is the cer- 
tain, immeciate, and convenient exchange of such 
notes for specie. The government did indeed re- 
ceive the inconvertible notes of state banks during 
the difficulties of war, and the community subinitted 
without a murmur to the unequal taxation and mul- 
tiplied evils of which such a course was productive. 
With the war, this indulgence ceased, and the banks 
were obliged again to redeem their notes in gold 
and silver. ‘The treasury, in accordance with pre- 
vious practice, continued to dispense with the cur- 
rency required by the act of 1789, and took the 
notes of banks in full confidence of their being paid 
in specie on demand; and congress, to guard against 
the slightest violation of this principle, have declar- 
ed, by law, that if notes are paid in the transactions 


of the government, it must be under such circum- | 


stances as to enable the holder to convert them into 
specie without depreciation or delay. 
Of my own duties under the existing laws, when 


the banks suspended specie payments, I could not | 


doubt. Directions were immediately given to pre- 
vent the reception into the treasury of any thing but 
gold and silver or its equivalent; and every practi- 
cable arrangement was made to preserve the pub- 
lic faith, by similar or equivalent payments to the 
public creditors. The revenue fromlands had been 
for some time substantially so collected, under the 
order issued by the directions of my predecessor. 
The effects of that order had been so salutary, and 


its forecast in regard to the increasing insecurity of | 


bank paper had become so apparent, that, even be- 
fore the catastrophe, I had resolved not to interfere 
withits operation. Congressis now to decide whe- 
ther the revenue shal! continue to be so collected 
or not. 

The receipts into the treasury, of bank notes, 
not redeemed in specie on demand, will not, I pre- 
sume, be sanctioned. 


the excuse of war or public distress, that equality | 


of imports, and identity of commercial regulation, 
which lie at the foundation of our confederacy, and 
would oifer to each state a direct temptation to in- 
crease its foreign trade, by depreciating the curren- 
cy received for duties in its ports. Such a proceed- 
ing would also, in a great degree, frustrate the po- 
licy, so highiy cherished, of infusing into our cir- 
culation a larger proportion of the precious metals; 
a policy, the wisdom of which none can doubt, 
though there may be different opinions as to the ex- 
tent to which it shouid be carried. Its results have 
been already too auspicious, and its success is too 


price of labor, and failing to subserve, except at a 
heavy loss, the purposes of business. With each 
succeeding day the metallic currency decreases; by 
some it is hoarded in the natural fear, that, once 





parted with, it cannot be replaced; while by others 
it is diverted from its more legitimate uses, for the 
sake of gain. Should congress sanction this condi- 
tion of things, by making trredeemable paper mo- 
ney receivable in payment of public dues, a tempo- 
rary check to a wise and salutary policy will, in all 
' probability, be converted into its absolute destruc- 
tion. 

It is true that bank notes actually convertible 
into specie may be received in payment of the reve- 
nue, without being liable to all these objections, 
and that such a course may, to some extent, pro- 
mote individual convenience; an object always to 
be considered, where it does not conflict with the 
aye 9 of our government or the general wel- 
fare of the country. If such notes only were re- 
ceived, and aiways under circumstances allowing 
their early presentation for payment, and if, at short 
and fixed periods, they were converted into specie, 


the most serious obstacles to their reception would 





It would destroy, without | 








perhaps be removed. To retain the notes in the 
treasury would be to renew, under another form, 
the loans of public money to the banks, and the 
evils consequent thereon. 

It is, however, a mistaken impression, that any 
large amount of specie is required for publie pay- 
ments. Of the seventy or eighty millions now es- 
timated to be in the country, ten millions would be 
abundantly sufficient for that purpose, provided an 
accumulation of a large amount of revenue, beyond 
the necessary wants of the government, be hereaf- 
ter prevented. If to these considerations be added 
the facilities which will arise from enabling the 
treasury to satisfy the public creditors, by its drafts 
or notes received in payment of the public dues, it 








‘may be safely assumed that no motive of conve- 
| nience to the citizen requires the reception of bank 
| paper. 

To say that the refusal of paper money by the 
 eommnaants introduces an unjust discrimination 
| between the currency received by it, and that used 
'by individuals in their ordinary affairs, is, in my 
judgment, to view it in a very erroneous light. 
The constitution prohibits the states from making 
any thing but gold and silver a tender in the pay- 
ment of debts, and thus secures to every citizen a 
right to demand payment in the legal currency. 
To provide by law that the government will only 
'receive its dues in gold and silver, is not to confer 
on it any peculiar privilege; but merely to place it 
on an equality with the citizen, by reserving to it 
aright secured to him by the constitution. It is 
| doubtless for this reason that the principle has been 





sanctioned by successive laws, from the time of the 
first congress under the constitution down to the 
‘last. Such precedents, never objected te and pro- 
ceeding from such sources, aljord a decisive answer 
to the imputation of inequality or injustice. 

But, in fact, the measure is one of restriction, 
not of favor. To forbid the public agent to receive 
in payment any other than a certain kind of money, 
is to refuse him a discretion possessed by every 
citizen. It may be left to those who have the ma- 
nagement of their own transactions, to make their 


} 
| 


|own terms; but no such discretion should be given 


to him who acts merely as an agent of the people, 





| who is to collect what the law requires, and to pay 





to be kept by the officers of the treasury, some of 


sounder principles. By using specie only in its 
transactions, the government would create a de- 
mand for it, which would, toa greatextent, prevent 
its exportation, and by keeping it in circulation, 
maintain a broader and safer basis for the paper 
currency. That the banks would thus be rendered 
more sound, and the community more safe, cannot 
admit of a doubt. 

The foregoing views, it seems to me, do but 
fairly carry out the provisions of the federal cousti- 
tution in relation to the currency, as far as relates 
to the public revenue. At the time that instrument 
was framed, there were but three or four banks in 
the United States; and had the extension of the 
banking system, and the evils growing out of it, 
been foreseen, they would probably have been spe- 
cially guarded against. The same policy which 
led to the prohibition of bills of credit by the states, 
would, doubtless, in that event, have also interdict- 
ed their issue asa currency in any other fori. The 
constitution, however, contains no such prohibition; 
and, since the states have exercised, for nearly half 
acentury the power to regulate the business of 
banking, it is not to be expected that it will be 
abandoned. The whole matter is now under dis- 
cussion before the proper tribunal—the people of 
the states. Never before has the public mind been 
so thoroughly awakened to a proper sense of its 
importance ; never has the subject, in all its bear- 
ings, been submitted to so searching an inquiry. 
It would be distrusting the intelligence and virtue 
of the people to doubt the speedy and efficient 
adoption of such measures of reform as the public 
good demands. All that canrightfully be done by 
the federal government, to promote the accomplish- 
ment of that important object, will, without doubt, 
be performed. 

In the mean time, it is our duty to provide all the 
remedies against a depreciated paper currency 
which the constitution enables us to afiord. The 
treasury department, on several former occasions, 
has suggested the propriety and importance of a 
uniform law concerning bankruptcies of corpora- 
tions, and other bankers. ‘Through the instrumen- 
tality of such alaw, a salutary check may doubt- 
less be imposed on the issues of paper money, andl 
an effectual reinedy given to the citizen ina way 
at once equal in all parts of the Union, and fully 
authorized by the constitution. 

The indulgence granted by executive authority in 
the payment of bonds for duties, has been already 
mentioned. Seeing thatthe immediate enforcement 
of these obligations would subject a large and high- 
ly respectable portion of our citizens to great sacri- 
fices, and believing that a temporary postponement 
could be made without detriment to other interests, 
and with increased certainty of ultimate payment, 
I did not hesitate to comply with the request that 
was made of me. The terins allowed are, to the 
full extent, as liberal as any that are to be found in 
the practice of the executive department. It re- 
mains forcongress to decide whether a further post- 
ponement may not with propriety be allowed, and, 
if so, their legislation upon the subject is respeci- 
fully invited. 

The report of the secretary of the treasury will 
exhibit the condition of these debts; the extent and 
effect of the present indulgence; the probable re- 
sult of its further extension on the state of the 
treasury, and every other fact necessaty to a full 
consideration of the subject. Similar information 
is communicated in regard to such depositories of 


Bi RP CARR 2 ST 





ete anos ** 


dentin 8 So 


son ta snare one OS ge 





PR RO AR REF MONI, HR OO 
” $ - ray dg! tet 
ie 


closely interwoven with the future prosperity of 
the country, to permit us for a moment to contem- 
ylate its abandonment. We have seen, under iis 


‘the appropriations it makes. When bank notes 
‘are redeemed on demand, there is then no discrimi- 
‘nation in reality, for the individual who reeeives ' 

influence, our specie augmented beyond cighty | them may, at his option, substitute the specie for| The receipts and expenditures for the first half 
millions; our coinage increased so as to make that | them; he takes them from convenience or choice. | of the year, and an estimate of those for the resi- 
of gold ammount, between August, 1834, and Decem- | When they are not so redeemed, it will scarcely be | due, will be laid before you by the secretary of the 
ber, 1836, to ten millions of dollars; exceeding the | montended that their receipt and payment, by a pub-| treasury. In his report of December last, it was 
whole coinage at the mint during the thirty-one estimated that the current receipts would fall short 


la. r . 
lic officer, should be permitted. though none deny Ou; 
previous years. The prospect of further improve- | that right to an individual; if it were, the efiect| of the expenditures by about three millions of dot- 
lars. It will be seen that the difference will be 


'the public moneys as are indebted to the govern- 
ment, in order that congress may also adopt the 
proper measures in regard to them. 


ment continued without abatement, until the mo-| would be most injurious to the public, since their 
ment of the suspensicn of specie payments. This 


olicy has now indeed been suddenly checked, but 
1s still far from being overthrown. Amidst all con- 
flicting theories, one position is undeniable: the 
precious metals will invariably disappear when 
there ceases to be a necessity for their use, as a cir- 
culating medium. It was in strict accordance with 
this truth, that whilst, in the month of May last, 
they were every where seen, and were current for 
all ordinary purposes, they disappeared from circu- 
lation the moment the payment of specie was re- 
fused by the banks, and the community tacitly 
agreed to dispense with its employment. Their 


place was supplied by a currency exclusively of 


paper, and, in many cases, of the worst description. 
Already are the bank notes now in circulation 
greatly depreciated, and they fluctuate in value be- 
tween one place and another; thus diminishing and 
making uncertain the worth of property and the 


officer could make none of those arrangements to 


meet or guard against the depreciation, which an 
individual is at liberty to do. Nor can inconve- 
nience to the community be alleged as an objection 
to such a regulation. Its object and motive are 
their convenience and welfare. 

If, at a moment of simultaneous and unexpected 
suspension by the banks, it adds something to the 
many cinbarrassments of that proceeding, yet these 
are far overbalanced by its direct tendency to pro- 
duce a wider circulation of gold and. silver, to in- 
crease the safety of bank paper, to improve the 
general currency, and thus to prevent altogether 
such occurrences, and the other and far greater evils 
that attend them. 

It may, indeed, be questioned, whether it is not 
for the interest of the banks themselves that the 
government should not receive their paper. ‘They 











would be conducted with more caution, and on 





much greater. This is to be attributed not only to 
the occurrence of greater pecuniary embarrass- 
ments in the business of the country than those 
which were then predicted, and consequently, a 
rreater diminution in the revenue, but also to the 
fact that the appropriations exceeded, by nearly six 
rsillions, the amount which was asked for in the 
estimates then submitted. The suin necessary for 
the service of the year beyond the probable receipts, 
and the amount which it was intended should be 
reserved in the treasury at the commencement of 
the year, will be about six millions. If the whole 
of the reserved balance be not at once applied to 
the current expenditures, but four millions be still 
kept in the treasury, as seems most expedient, for 
the uses of the mint, and to meet contingencies, the 
sum needed will be ten millions. 

In making this estimate, the receipts are calcu- 
lated on the supposition of some further extension 
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of the indulgence granted in the payment of bonds | 
for duties, which will aifect the amount of the re- | 
venue for the present year to the extent of two and | 
a half millions, 

It is not proposed to procure the required amount 
by loans or increased taxation. There are now in 
tie treasury nine millions three hundred and sixty- 
s:ven thousand two hundred and fourteen dollars, 
directed by the act of the 23d of June, 1836, to be 
deposited with the states in October next. This 
sui, if so deposited, will be subject, under the law, 
to be recalled, if needed, to defray existing appro- 
priations; andas it is now evident that the whole, or 
the principal part of it, will be wanted for that pur- 
pose, it appears most proper that the deposites 
should be withheld. Until the amount can be col- 
lected from the bauks, treasury notes may be tem- 
porarily issued, to be gradually redeemed as it is 
received, 

I am aware that this course may be productive 
of inconvenience to many of the states. Relying 
upon the acts of congress which held out to them the 
strong probability, if not the certainty, of receiving 
this instalinent, they have in some instances adopt- 
ed measures with svhich its retention may seriously 
interfere. That such a condition of things should 
have occurred is much to be regretted. It is not 
the least among the unfortunate results of the dis- 
asters of the tines; and it is for congress to devise 
a fit remedy, if there be one. The money being 
indispensable to the wants of the treasury, it is dif- 
ficult to conceive upon what principle of justice or 
expediency its application to that object can be 
avoided. To ial tom portions of the sums alrea- 
dy deposited with the states, would be more incon- 
venient and less efficient. To burden the country 
with increased taxation, when there is in facta 
large surplus revenue, would b+ unjust and unwise; 
to raise moneys by loans under such circuinstances, 
and thus to commence a new national debt, would 
scarcely be sanctioned by the American people. 

The plan proposed will be adequate to all our 
fiscal operatiens, during the remainder of the year. 
Should it be adopted, the treasury, aided by the 
ample resources of the country, will be able to is- 
charge, punctually, every pecuniary obligation. 
For the Shire, all that is needed will be that cau- 
tion and forbearance in appropriations which the di- | 
minution of the revenue requires, and which the 
complete accomplishment or great forwardness of 
many expensive national undertakings renders 
equally consistent with prudence and patriotic li- 
berality. 

The preceding suggestions and recommendations 
are submitted, in the belief that their adoption by 
congress will enable the executive department to 
conduct our fiscal concerns with success, so far as 
their management has been committed to it. Whilst 
the objects and the means preposed to attain them 
are within its constitutional powers and appropriate 
duties, they will at the same time, it is hoped, by 
their necessary operation, aijord essential aid in the 
transaction of individual concerns, and thus yield 
relicf to the people at large ina form adapted to 
the nature of our government. Those who look’ 
to the actien of this government for specific aid to | 
the citizen to relieve embarrassments arising froin 
losses by revulsions in commerce and credit, lose 
sight of the ends for which it was created, and the 
powers with which itis clothed. Itwas established 
to give secunty to us all, in our lawful and ho- 
norable pursuits, under the lasting safeguard of re- 

yublican institutions. It was not intended to con- 
fer special favors on individuals, or on any classes 
of them; to create systeins of agriculture, manufac- 
tures, or trade; or to engage in them, either sepa- 
rately or in connection with individual citizens 
or organized associations. If its eperations were 
to be directed for the benefit of any one class, 
equivalent favors must, in justice, be extended 
to the rest; and the attempt to bestow such favors 
with an equal hand, or even te seleet those who 
should most deserve them, would never be suc- 
cessful. All communities are apt to look to go- 
yernment for too much. Even in our own coun- 
try, where its powers and duties are so stricily li- 
mited, we are prone to do so, especially at periods | 
of sudden embarrassment and distress. But this | 
oucht not to be. The framers of our excellent | 
constitution, and the people who appreved it with 
calm and sagacious deliberation, acted at the time 
on a sounder principle. They wisely judged that 
the less government interferes with private pursuits, 
the better for the general prosperity. 
Jevitimate object to make men rich, or to repair, by 











direct grants of money or legislation in favor of | as the most desirable measures of relief. 


partieular pursuits, losses not ineurred in the public | 
service. 


‘country, the fruits of whose industry afford abun- 


It is not its | of our 


human blessings—is to enact and enforce a system 
of general laws commensurate with, but not exceed- 
ing, the objects of its establishment, and to leave 
every citizen and every interest to reap, under its 
benign protection, the rewards of virtue, industry, 
and prudence. 

I cannot doubt that on this, as on all similar oc- 
casions, the federal government will find its agency 
most conducive to the seenrity and happiness of 
the people, when limited to the exercise of its con- 
ceded powers. In never assuming, even for a well 
meant object, such powers as were not designed to 
be conferred upon it, we shall in reality do most for 
the general welfare. To avoid every unnecessary 
intericrence with the pursuits of the citizen, will 
resultin more benefit than to adopt measures which 
could only assist limited interests, and are eagerly, 
but perhaps naturally, sought for, under the presure 
oftemporary circumstances. If, therefore, I refrain 
from suggesting to congress any specific plan for 
regulating the exchanges of the country; relieving 
mercantile embarrassinents; or interfering with 
the ordinary operations of foreign or domestie com- 
merce; it is from a conviction that snch measures 
are not within the constitutional province of the 
general government, and that their adcption would 
not promote the real and permanent welfare of those 
they might be designed to aid. 

The difficulties and distresses of the times, though 
unquestionably great, are limited in their extent, 
and cannot be regarded as affecting the permanent 
prosperity of the nation. Arising, in‘a great degree, 
from the transactions of foreign and domestic com- 
merce, it is upon them that they have chiefly fallen. 
The great agricultural interest has, in many parts 
of the country, suifered comparatively little; and, 
as if Providence intended to display the munificence 
of its goodness at the moment of our greatest need, 
and in direct contrast to the evils occasioned by the 
way wardness of man, we have been blessed through- 
out our extended territory with a season of general 
heaith and of uncommon fruitfulness. The pro- 
ceeds of our great staples will soon furnish the 
means of liquidating debts at home and abroad, and | 
contribute equally-to the revival of commercial ac- 
tivity, and the restoration of commercial credit. 
The banks, established avowedly for its support, | 
deriving their profits from it, and resting under ob- 
ligations to it which cannot be overlooked, will feel 
at once the necessity and justice of uniting their 
energies with those of the mercantile interest. The 
suspension of specie payments, at such a time and 
under such circumstarces as we have lately wit- 
nessed, could not be other than a temporary mea- | 
sure; and we can scarcely err in believing that the 
period must soon arrive when all that are solvent 
will redeem their issues in gold and silver. Deal- 
ings abroad naturally depend on resources and pros- 
perity at home. If the debt of our merchants has | 
accumulated, or their credit is impaired, these are 
iluctuations always incident to extensive or extrav- 
ayant mercantile transactions. But the ultimate 
security of such obligations does not admit of ques- 
tion. They are guarantied by the resources of a 





dant means of ample liquidation, and by the evident 
interest of every merchant to sustain a credit, hith-' 
erto high, by promptly applying these ineans for its 
preservation, 

I deeply regret that events have occurred which 
require me to ask your consideration of such seri- 
ons topics. I could have wished that, in making 
my first communication to the assembled represen- 
tatives of my country, I had nothing to dwell upon 
but the history of her unalloyed prosperity. Since 
it is otherwise, we can only feel more deeply the 
responsibility of the respective trusts that have been 
confided to us, and, uncer the pressure of diffienl- 
ties, unite in invoking the guidance and aid of the 
Supreme Ruler of nations, and in laboring with 
zealous resolution to overcome the difficulties by 
which we are environed. 

It is, under such circumstances, a high gratifica- 
tion to know, by long experience, that we act for a 
people to whom the trath, however unpromising, 
can always be spoken with safety; for the trial of 
whose patriotism no emergency is too severe, and 
who are sure never to desert a public functionary | 
horestly laboring for the public good. It seems | 











just that they should receive, without delay, any aid | 


in their einbarrassments whieh your deliberations | 
can afford. Coming directly frem the midst of them, | 
and knewing the course of events in every section | 
country, from you may best be learned as | 
well the extent and nature of these embarrassments, | 


| 
| 


I am aware, however, that it is not proper to de- | 


——se 
— 


to extend your deliberations beyond them, I reserve 
till the usual period of your annual meeting that 
general information on the state of the Union which 
the constitution requires me to give. 

M. VAN BUREN. 

Washington, 4th September, 1837. 

Mr. Hamer moved that the message be laid on 
the table, and that 10,000 copies be printed for the 
use of the members. 

Mr. Owens, of Geo., moved to amend the motion 
by substituting 20,900. 

Mr. Robertson inquired whether any person was 
authorized to execute this order should it pass? 

Mr, Hamer said he was not prepared to say that 
there was. He accepted the substituted number of 
20,000 as a modification of his motion. Where- 
upon, 

Mr. Whittlesey renewed the motion for 10,000. 

In supporting this motion, Mr. W. observed that 
he had been much gratified on hearing his colleague 
limit his original motion to 10,000 copies. He had 
hailed it as an assurance that the house would coin- 
mence its duties with a suitable regard to the em- 
barrassed state of the country, and with a firm reso- 
lution to expend no more of the public money than 
the public service should absolutely require. It 
was a fact known to all, that previous to the year 
1829, no more than 5,000 copies of any public docu- 
ments were printed; in that year the number was 
doubled; then the number was increased to 15,000; 
for the last two or three years it had risen to 20,000. 

Mr. W. would appeal to the experience of all 
who heard him, whether it were not a fact that the 
message was always published and circulated over 
the whole union, for months, before the copies from 
the public printer were obtained. Attempts had 
been urgently made to keep down the expenditures 
of the government, and they had been considered 
and represented by many as invidious, because they 
were said to be levelled either at the president or at 
the public printers. The last objection could not 
apply atleast to the present motion; for as there was 
at present no public printer appointed, it could not 
be aimed at such an officer. Mr. W. was now, and 
always had been, willing to vote all necessary ap- 
propriations to the very fullest extent; but why 
should the house order 20,000 copies of this docu- 
ment? There would not be a newspaper in the 
country that would not contain a copy of it, and it 
would have been read by the whole population of 
the union before one-half the proposed number of 
copies would have been stricken off. He trusted 
that in the midst of the existing public embarrass- 
ments there weuld be some eilort made to curtail 
the national expenditures For himself, he was pre- 
pared so far as his vote would go, to carry ont the 
principles he had now urged to the end. He hoped 
the house would suffer a divison, that it might be 


| seen who were and who were not willing to throw 


away the public mency. 

‘The motion to lay the message on the table hav- 
ing been agreed to, the question was first put on 
the highest number moved, viz. 20,000 copies. 

On this motion Mr. Bond demanded the yeas and 
nays, and they were ordered; and, being taken, 
stood as follows, viz. yeas, 115; nays 109. 

So the motion for 20,000 copies was carried. 

The speaker laid before the house a report from 
the secretary of the treasury. 

Mr. Connor moved that 20,000 copies of the re- 
port be printed; another member moved 10,000, 

The question being put on printing 20,000, it 
was negatived—ayes, 101; noes, 106. 

It was then ordered that 10,000 copies be print- 
ed. 

The usual resolution to supply the members 
with newspapers was moved by Mr. McKennan, 
and agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Patton, of Virginia, the house 
then proceeded to ballot for a printer to the house. 

Mr. Williams, of North Carolina, nominated 
Gales & Seaton. 

Mr. Hamer nominated Blair & Rives. 

Mr. Clarke, of New York, nominated Thomas 
Ailen. 

The same gentleinen having been appointed tel- 
lers, the result was announced as follows: 


Ist ballot. 2d. 3d. 4th. 5th. 
Whole number of votes 230 230 228 227 228 
Necessary toachoice, 116 116 115 i4 135 
Blairand Rives 105 103 103 100 104 
Gales and Seaton 100 102 01 103 100 
Thomas Allen _, a a Ti. . ee 
Scatiering 1 ] 1 2 0 
Blanks 4 2 0 fh) 1 


Mr. Owens remarked, that as there appeared to 


This would be substantially to use the | tain you, at present, longer than may be demanded be little probability of the house making a choice 


property of some for the benefit of others. But its} by the special objects for which you ave convened. | to-night, he moved an adjournment; which was 
yeal duty—that duty, the performance of which | ‘Lo them, therefore, I have confined my communica- agreed to—ayes 108, noes 102; and so the house 


makes a good government the 


most precious of! tion; and, believing it will not be your own wish ' adjourned. 
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